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Clinton, Mi., June 28th, 1852. 
Rev. J. R. Graves— 

Dear Brother—We submit to you the following record: 

“The Mississippi Baptist Education Society being 
called together by its President, Rev. E. C. Eager; on 
motion, a committee of three was appointed to tender to 
Rev. J. R. Graves, the thanks and sincere gratitude of 
this Society for the devotion he has shown to the great 
cause of ministerial education, by accepting the call of 
the Committee of Arrangements to deliver the Anni- 
versary Sermon, and, also, to express to him the gratifi- 
cation which the Society received from the same, and 
solicit a copy for publication.” 

We, the Committee, in compliance with the above, 
tender to you, in behalf of the Society, our very sincere 
acknowledgments for your devotion to the cause, and for 
the discourse you delivered upon that occasion, and 
request from you a copy for the press. We beg to assure 
you, that we are not moved to do this with any design 
of complimenting you; but, because as individuals and 
as a Society, we believe that the sermon delivered by 
you is calculated to do great good, and that it is a pro- 
duction far too valuable to pass away with the occasion 
that called it forth. 

By complying with this request, you will greatly oblige, 

Yours in behalf of the Society, 
M. W. Puiies, Geo. Stokes, W. H. Taytor, Com. 


The above will explain every reason for the publication 
of this address. It was originally hastly prepared, with- 
out the least idea of publication, nor has the author, 
owing to the multiplicity of his duties, ministerial and 
editorial, had the leisure to prepare it, as he would, out 
of respect to the Society, be pleased to do. He yields only 
to the urgent request of the kind friend who heard it, and, 
as it was spoken (save, perhaps, with the addition of afew 
thoughts in the conclusion,) submits it for publication. 

If the influence of the address leads but one erring 
brother to see that Protestantism is not Bibleism, or adds 
but one te the number of young brethren who shall study 
for the ministry, or brings to the treasury of the Society 
a sufficient sum to educate only one minister of the Cross, 
the author will feel himself a thousand fold rewarded for 
all'‘the labor it has, or the criticism its publication may 
cost him. 


P. S.—It may be proper to add that the profits arising 
from the sale of this work will be devoted, by the Hduca- 
tion Society of Mississippi, to ministerial education. 
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THE WATCHMAN’S REPLY. 


He calleth unto me out of Seir, 
‘Watchman what of the night, what of the night ? 
The watchman said,— 
“The morning cometh, and also the night, if ye will 
inquire, inquire ye.” ¥ ab ait 
SA. xxi. 11, 12. 


Mr. SEIR was an impregnable height, guard- 
ing the only mountain pass through which the 
land of Edom or Idumea could be entered from 
the West, by friend or foe. The Edomites, the 
natural descendants of Esau, who inhabited 
Idumea, used this Mt. Seir, as a citadel or point 
of look out against their enemies. 

Moses humbly asked of the king of Edom, 
the privilege to go through Idumea by this pass, 
when leading the children of Israel out of Egypt, 
assuring the king that they wished a peaceable 
transit, and would not molest his people or pass 
through their fields, or turn to the right hand or 
to the left hand—hear his language. “ Let us 
pass, I pray thee, thro’ thy country: we will 
not pass through the fields or through the vine- 
yards, neither will we drink of the water of the 

1* 
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wells; we will go by the king’s highway, we 
will not turn to the right hand or to the left, 
until we have passed through.” 

And Edom said unto him. «Thou shalt not 
pass by me, lest I come out against thee with 
the sword.’’ And the children of Israel. said 
unto him, “ We will go by the highway; and 
if [ and my cattle drink of thy water, then I 
will pay for it. I will only, without doing any- 
thing else, go through on my feet.” What 
answer did the proud intolerant king of Edom 
return? And he said, Thou shalt not go 
through.” And Edom came out with his forces 
and drove Israel from his borders. Numbers, 
xx., 17-21. 

An unconquerable enmity and envy towards 
the children of Jacob characterized the Edomites, 
who were the descendants of Esau. They en- 
vied his prosperity, and rejoiced in his adyer- 
sity. 

The watchman of Edom, from his citadel on 
Mt. Seir, may be supposed looking down upon a 
lonely watcher, amid the night and desolation of 
Israel’s captivity and addressing him in the 
taunting language of the text, «« Watchman what 
of the night, what of the night?” The reply 
is full of meaning—of hope and doom. The 
morning cometh, the glorious morn of Israel’s 
redemption “and also the night.’’? Mark it! 
these three words contain the whole burden of 
Dumah or Idumea! “the night cometh’’—the 
night, the dark and starless night of Edom which 
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will have no morning. Would Edom know 
more? come, and inquire? 

The enmity and treatment of the Edomites 
towards God’s national Israel, is a striking type 
of the hostility of the world and the opposers of 
a primitive and untraditionized Christianity, 7. e. 
papists and protestants, (though like the Kdom- 
ites, professing to be the children of the same 
father, Isaac,) towards God’s spiritual Israel. 

Read the Exodus of our denomination from 
the wilderness in which we have been led, hid, 
protected and nourished, by the power and pro- 
vidence of God. What nation of Europe, 
whether protestant or papal, have we not in the 
humble beseechings and protestations of Moses, 
sought permission to pass through their land? 
And from what one have we not received the 
answer and treatment of Edom? Thou shalt 
not pass by me, and with the sword been driven 
from its borders? In protestant England and 
continental Europe, not less than one million of 
our brethren have been slain. The mountains 
and plains of Piedmont, the Alps and Appe- 
nines, have been baptized—deluged—with our 
blood. We can, to-day but pray with Milton, 


“ Avenge, O Lord, thy slaughtered saints, whose bones 
Lie scattered on the Alpine mountains cold, 
Even them who kept thy truth so pure of old, 
When all our fathers* worshipped stocks and stones. 


* Protestants who have only existed since A. D. 1 00. 
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Forget not! in thy book record their groans 

Who were thy sheep, and in their ancient fold, 
Slain by the bloody Piedmontese that rolled 
Mother and infant down the rocks. The moans 
The vales redoubled to the hills, and they 

To heaven. Their martyred blood and ashes sow 
O’er all the Italian fields, where still doth sway 
The triple tyrant: that from these may grow 

A hundred fold, who, having learned thy way, 
Early may fly the Babylonian woe.”* 


* For this woe see Rev. xviii. “By Babylon is meant 
papal Rome and all her daughters, since they have her 
mark and have participated with her in persecuting and 
shedding the blood of the saints. It is of the highest 
importance that Christians understand what ‘‘ Babylon” 
is, and if they are in her, to ‘come out.” Read Rev. 
xviii. “We may know her by three unmistakeable 
marks.” 

1. She has shed all the blood of saints that has been 
shed since Christ. Any religious sect that has shed blood 
for religious opinions belongs to ‘‘ Mystie Babylon.” 

2. A daughter of the beast or papal Rome. Every 
sect that has come out of Rome, is in scripture called her 
“daughter,” i, e. child. Luther led his party out in 
1525; Henry VIII., led Episcopalians out in 1534, and 
Calvin led Presbyterians out in 1541, and Wesley started 
his followers out of the Church of England in 1784. 

3. A third distinguishing mark of Babylon is the 
“mark of the beast” either in the right hand or “‘in the 
forehead.” This mark is, without doubt, the changing of 
the immersion of the whole body, the badge of the dis- 
cipleship to Jesus Christ, to sprinkling or pouring a little 
water upon the forehead—or as now, putting a moistened 
hand on the forehead! Dr. Wall, in his history, makes 
this most evident. Those who willingly receive or retain 
this mark, acknowledge the authority of the Pope. 
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And when our fathers besought the protest- 
ants of New England to allow them to pass 
through and enjoy this land with them, did they 
not receive the answer of Edom? «Ye shall 
not pass through with us, depart lest we draw 
the sword against ye.” And did they not 
scourge our brethren, and shed their blood, and 
drive them from their borders into the savage 
wilderness and the mid-winter snows of New 
England ? 

Ah! let not protestants longer sing that song 
to falsify these stern and bloody facts, and thus 
avert the indignation of the present and succeed- 
lng ages. 

“Aye, call it holy ground, 
The place where first they trod; 

They left unstained what here they found, 
Freedom to worship God.” 


Did they allow Baptists freedom to worship — 
God, or to others who could and would not ob-— 
serve their traditions in worshipping God? 

Did they not stain that “holy ground” with 
the blood of their Baptist ‘* brethren’’—the /irst 
and /ast martyrs who ever suffered for Christ’s 
sake? Did Episcopalians in Virginia, allow our 
brethren to pass through that land with them? 
Let those bloody scourgings and cold, dark pri- 
sons, testify to protestant love and fellowship for 
Baptists! 9 

It gives us no pleasure to mention these cir- 
cumstances, but Christian faithfulness requires 
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that we should warn Protestant Christians, that 
they may flee the Babylonian woe, for the night 
of Babylon cometh. 

As a watcher over the interests of Christ’s 
spiritual Israel, though, thank God, not’mid the 
desolations of my people, I will attempt to 
answer the question, 


‘WHAT OF THE Nigurt ?” 


A dark and heavy moral night, with scarcely 
a star, enshrouds the nations in the darkness of 
the very shadow of death. 

It is very dark. The rulers of the darkness 
of this world, and spiritual rulers in high places, 
possess the strength of the nations. Kingeraft 
and priestcraft are united: to exercise a fearful, 
blighting influence over the world. Prometheus, 
bolted to the cold rock amid the dark mountains, 
and a vulture tearing and gloating upon his lace- 
rated vitals, was a type of wronged and insulted 
humanity oppressed by power and craft. 

China, containing alone, nearly one-half of the 
population of earth, is fast bound in the galling 
chains of priestism, darkness, superstition, de- 
gradation and death. Four hundred millions 
from her shores roll down to the grave and hell, 
in one dark, overwhelming tide! A thought, 
enough of itself, to congeal the blood of Chris- 
tendom! But so long as China remains under 
her present rulers, her benighted millions can 
never be reached. God must “shake: her 
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heavens,” and, ‘overturn, overturn, and over- 
turn,” before he, whose right it is, can rule 
her. 

The night that enshrouds China, envelopes 
all the@riental nations. Absolutism and Priest- 
ism rules the Hast, and they are, as they ever 
have been and ever must be, opposed to the re- 
ligion of Christ, because Christianity is anta- 
gonistic to, and subversive of them. Popular 
revolutions breaking down tyranny and caste, 
must be the bloody harbingers of the Cross in 
the Kast 

The Islands of the sea are still, with but one 
exception, the seats of Satan and full of the 
habitations of cruelty. 

Russia, the great master power of Europe, 
the “great northern bear,” still holds his sub- 
jects like so many cribs” between his “iron 
teeth.” He rules his millions of serfs, tempo- 
rally and spiritually, dictating, both laws and 
religion to them, by the “grace of God’’—the 
charter of tyrants in all ages, whether in Church 
or State. So long as he continues thus to reign 
and rule, Russia can never be enlightened by the 
‘«‘ Light of life.” 

Tue Ten Kinapoms of Europe, “ the feet and 
toes,” of Daniel’s Colossal Image—the type of 
absolutism, are still ruled by the Beast. The 
Pope of Rome has converted his dominions—all 
those kingdoms in which the Catholic religion 
prevails—into one vast inquisition. Hurope was 
never more thoroughly under the influence of 
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Popery, than to-day. Jesuitism rules every 
cabinet and throne in Europe, directing every 
political and religious movement. 

«Wherever we look to-day, (1852,) Kings are 
nothing, the Jesuits are everything. The foot 
of sacerdotal power is on the neck of Europe, 
and the garotte of the confessional at her throat.” 
Under such an administration, what has Europe 
to hope? 

Where Protestant influence has any preva- 
lence, it is no less intolerant. Between the per- 
secutions of Catholics and Protestants, Baptists 
have little choice. In what country of Continental 
Kurope, are we allowed to preach a primitive 
Christianity, and circulate the pure Word of 
God, without interdiction or restraint, in even 
professedly Protestant Europe? Surely, if a pure 
Word and the receivers and advocates of that 
Word, be the two witnesses of the Apocalyse, 
(as some think, with great plausibility,) then are 
those witnesses now being put to death, and 
their dead bodies lying throughout the streets of 
that great city of Sodom, for Baptists are silenced 
and the pure Word interdicted throughout the 
dominions of Papal Rome. Rome and her 
daughters are fully armed and united to oppose, 
by every species of warfare, the progress of Bap- 
tists and the procurement of a pure version of 
the Bible. The present age marks an epoch in 
the Christian era. The great personal question 
to each lover and professed witness of the Lord 
Jesus is, “¢ Where art thou?” Now is fulfilled 
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that prophecy, ‘The kingsof the earth set them- 
selves and the rulers take counsel together, 
against the Lord and against his anointed, say- 
ing, let us break their bands asunder, and cast 
their cords from us.’ The religion of Christ 
binds kingly and clerical despots in bands and 
cords, that the people may be left free, and the 
Word of God run and be glorified, and its enno- 
bling and regenerating principles may permeate 
the masses of humanity, and redeem a lost race 
to God. The craft of kings and priests opposes 
the spread of pure Christianity, and nowhere 
more knowingly and wilfully than in Europe. 
The watches of her morning will be ushered 
in by political storms, and thunders aud earth- 
quakes. Civil revolutions will roll the banners 
of European royalty in blood and carnage, and 
kingly and clerical absolutism be crushed before 
the popular element—the gathered might of the 
popular will. The, adulterous union of Church 
and State,—(the “(mire and clay’ of the feet, 
cemented by infant baptism, planting as it 
does the throne of Monarchism upon the beacon 
fires of education, and the altars of religion ob- 
scuring the light of the one, and prostituting the 
worship of the other,)—must be dissolved and 
dissipated, ere the Stone, cut out without hands, 
can fill those nations with its brightness, its 
blessings and its glory! Roll on, roll on, thou 
glorious Stone of the mountain, from conquest 
to victory, ‘‘ Let thy kingdom come, and thy 
will be done, on earth as in heaven.” 
2 
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But the condition of our own loved land first 
concerns us. With her, our own happiness, the 
welfare of the Church of Christ, and I might 
add, the hope of the world, is most intimately 
connected. But “what of the night” here? It 
is not all darkness. The sun is up and rapidly 
riding higher and higher to his zenal throne in 
the heavens,—yet, there are clouds gathering, 
here and there upon the horizon, which, if I read 
them rightly, are ominous of approaching 
storms. 

We have, indeed, a goodly country—“a land 
above all lands the pride.”? America stands to- 
day, transcendantly pre-eminent among the na- 
tions of the earth. Here is Paradise regained— 
man is restored to the full enjoyment of all his 
long lost rights—emancipated from every foe, 
but sin, and though he “puts forth his hand 
and eats of the tree of good and evil,’ he is 
allowed to take freely of the “Tree of Life,” 
that grows in the midst of the garden, and live 
forever ! 

We cannot appreciate the inestimable bless- 
ings we enjoy, nor realize the proud pre-emi- 
nence we hold as a nation among the nations 
of the earth, nor the tremendous influence we 
exert upon them in favor of Sepublicanism 
and Christianity. The destiny of this our free 
and happy land, and the perpetuity of its 
free institutions, civil and religious, are com- 
mitted to us as a sacred and priceless trust. 
They are the purchase of blood ; not of that only 
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which was so freely poured forth upon every 
battle-field of the Revolution, but of the precious 
blood of Him who died on Calvary. I have no 
fears of foreign invasion We can never be con- 
quered from without, unless God gives us up to 
madness. Our young eagle of the west, which, 
when still unfledged, tore the banner of our free- 
dom from the jaws of the English lion—the then 
monarch of the nations, now grown to giant 
pride and proportions, has become the monarch 
of earth and air, and stretching forth his pro- 
tecting pinions bathed in the waters of both 
ceans, broods over an eagle race of twenty-five 
millions of freemen. His exulting scream of de- 
fiance, startles and terrifies the world ! 

If we are ever conquered, it will be by suicide 
—by disruption and civil war—or the gradual 
and imperceptible undermining of the foundation 
upon which we rest. The glory of a nation can 
only be maintained by perpetuating, uncorrupted, 
the principles by which it was acquired.* 

That the framers of our declaration of rights, 
and our. unrivalled constitution, clearly recog- 
nized the great Bible principles of civil and re- 
- ligious liberty and a common brotherhood, no 
one will deny, and that these constitute the pecu- 
liar glory of our nation, and their observance 
has made us all that we are in pre-eminence 
over all lands, is also self-evident. 


* “Nam imperium facile his artibus retinetur, quibus 
initio partum est.” Sallust. 
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These principles have been given to us by a 
pure Gospel—and they can only be enjoyed and 
preserved where the pure unadulterated, untra- 
ditionized Gospel of Christ prevails among the 
masses of the people. Tur BIBLE Is THE ONLY 
CORNER-STONE OF A REPUBLIC, and pure reli- 
gion,—not priestism, is the only guarantee and 
conservator of civil and religious liberty. The 
French Republicans perceived and admitted 
that the Gospel inculcated a pure democracy, 
and consequently, the churches of Christ are 
in polity, so many pure democracies.* I mean 
not the democracy that peculiarly characterizes 
either of the two political parties of our country, 
but all the democracy possessed by both—and 
which is the sole gift of the Gospel to man. 

It is the broad principle that each man is the 
equal, and only the equal of his fellow, and con- 
sequently has an equal voice in the enactment 
of the laws that are to govern him. 

The religion of Christ constitute the people, 
the fountain of all power, and establishes and 
protects their supreme sovereignty. The Gospel 
gives them a charter, written by God, to protect 
them against the tyranny of the political 
usurper, and the still more dreadful despotism 


* Christianity, which has declared that all men are 
equal in the sight of God, will not refuse to acknowledge 
that all citizens are equal in the sight of the law.” De 
Tocqueville. 3 

“ L’Evangile est democratique, le Christianisme est re- 
publicain.”—Les Conventionals. 


Land 
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of the spiritual ruler and lordling in the Church, 
in a word it teaches (as never man before 
taught) us all, not only that we may be free, 
but that it is owr imperative duty, as Jesus 
Christ’s freemen—to be free indeed, and to 
think and act politically and religiously for our- 
selves,—that these rights are sacred trusts, which 
we cannot alienate from us, or concede to State 
or Church masters, without sinning against our- 
selves and displeasing God ! 

The rights of thinking and acting for himself, 
(when his thinking and acting does not infringe 
the right of another,) and having an equal voice 
in the formation and direction of government, 
are indefeasible as the right of existence, nor 
has man any more right to concede or extinguish 
them, than he has to commit suicide, because, 
like the gift of /ife, they are inalienable—they 
cannot be abolished by concession, statute, pre- 
cedent or positive enactment ; and when wrested 
or withheld from a people by their rulers, may 
justly be retaken. This broad and glorious 
principle of human personal sovereignty, is the 
firm rocky base upon which the gorgeous pillars 
of our Republic securely rest, mocking alike 
the force of tyrants and the ravages of time. But 
overthrow it, or teach our people to despise it, 
and our political freedom, our altars and loved 
Republic fall with it, and the only resting place 
of the bird of our ensign, and the only Ararat 
for the Ark of Freedom on all the earth, is no 


more ! 
OO 
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There are certain principles whose direct and 
inevitable tendency is to sap the foundation of 
the free institutions of all elective governments, 
as there are principles to strengthen them. I have 
asserted, what all must admit, that religious 
liberty was the precursor and parent of civil li- 
berty. The triumph of religious liberty in Rhode 
Island, resulted finally in its triumph in this 
Union. Religious and civil liberty are insepara- 
bly connected, as are religious hierarchy and civil 
monarchy or despotism, they are the logical con- 

-sequents of each other. Where was unrestricted 
religious liberty long enjoyed, that republicanism 
in state did not follow? And we may with con- 
fidence ask, where has a religious hierarchism 
prevailed, that despotism and bloody persecu- 
tion did not rule and reign? Religious liberty 
prepares the people for civil liberty, and a reli- 
gious hierarchy, which is a Church despotism, 
prepares the way and moulds and fits the people 
for a civil monarchy or despotism. The reason 
is almost self-evident. There is no power so 
potent as religion, to form private and public or 
national character. <‘¢ Like priest, like people,” 
is an ancient proverb, and like religion, like go- 
vernment, is upon thesame principle. The masses 
of any nation are imperceptibly assimilated to 
their religion, and gradually brought to be con- 
trolled by their religious principles. A distin- 
guished writer* has justly remarked, “ Govern- 


* Bascom Dec. Rights. 


a 
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ment, as a fixed and stable cause in the progress 
of human affairs, is finally productive of a large 
amount of good or evil; it is strictly, in its ope- 
rations, a moral cause in the formation of cha- 
racter; for it presents circumstances and con- 
siderations, in the light of reasons and motives, 
which lead to results in the formation of charac- 
ter, that become habitual and permanent.” 

«¢When a system of government is adopted, 
which calls off the attention of the governed 
from the general welfare, by depriving them of 
all control in the enactment and execution of the 
laws, the natural and unavoidable tendency of 
such a government, is vicious and demoralizing ; 
and such are the character and influence of all 
non elective governments. 

“Such a government must always lead to 
mental debility, will depress the moral vigor of 
a people, and necessarily abridge the liberty of 
reasoning and investigation,” says another. 

«But the general character of any people is 
moulded and formed by the government, civil 
and religious, under which they live.”—« A 
Vhurch without a Bishop,” p. 236. 

Such systems of church government degrade, 
and render imbecile, and serf the human mind, 
and are pre-eminently calculated to prepare a 
nation for an absolute monarchy, or the most 
iron handed popery. 

Look at the influence of the Romish hierarchy 
upon the nations ! 

We may safely say, were all the religious so- 
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cleties and churches of our country, governed 
upon Episcopal or hierarchical principles, the 
next generation would he prepared for either a 
king or a pope! ‘No bishop, no king,” was 
the favorite aphorism of James the Ist, and how 
true! Since no king can rule a people unless 
prepared by the demoralizing and serfing influ- 
ence of Episcopacy. ‘Teach a people that it is 
their duty to surrender the greater privilege—the 
more precious right, spiritual enfranchisement, 
and they can easily be induced to surrender the 
less, ¢. e., temporal rights. Instil into them 
from the earliest infancy, that the God of heaven 
gives to spiritual rulers the special ‘right’ and 
‘¢ grace’”’ to usurp all their rights, and rule them 
absolutely in Church, and it is but a small 
matter to make them believe the arrogant claim 
of kings and despots, to rule them in state “ by 
the grace of God!” It instils the principle, that 
the people are incompetent for, and incapable of 
self-government. 

Now, there are two most powerful agencies 
operating with tremendous, though imperceptible 
power upon the masses of this country, working 
silently the overthrow of our republican govern- 
ment and our free institutions, and they are 
operating for its destruction in the most effective 
manner, through religion. These agents are 
Papal and Protestant HIERARCHISM and Ra- 
TIONALISM Their advocates, even now many, 
are most rapidly multiplying, and are putting 
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forth their almightiest energies to disseminate 
their distinctive and destructive principles. 

Ist. THe Papat HreraroHy. Many have 
been the faithful warnings lost upon us by those 
who, from motives of profit or favor, “cry peace, 
peace,”’ while the enemy is rolling in upon us 
‘like a flood,” and dangers thicken upon the 
horizon of intelligent vision. Iam prepared to 
show, that there is danger from the foreign 
Catholic and Rationalistic influence upon our 
religion and the free institutions of our loved 
land. 

We have had warnings, solemn and prophetic 
as voices from the unseen world sounded upon 
our ears, to beware of this influence. 

La Fayette asserted his devotion to this 
country with his sword and sealed it with his 
blood. His love cannot be questioned. 

A short time before his death as he was part- 
ing with an American friend, who was about re- 
turning from France to this land, as he held him 
by the hand, he exclaimed, “ Tell your country- 
men to beware, for if the free Institutions of the 
United States are ever subverted, it will be done 
by the Priests of Rome.” 

“ He being dead yet speaketh.” 

Has not Rome devised a plan for the subver- 
sion of this government, and has she not been 
carrying it into execution, aided by all the 
crowned heads and Jesuits of Europe for years 
past, and with a success that has astonished even 
herself? 
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The Duke of Richmond, in his speech at a 
public dinner given him in Montreal, made an 
expose of the whole plan. 

In speaking of the government of the United 
States, the Duke said: ‘It is weak, inconsistent 
and bad, and could not long exist. It will be 
destroyed; it ought not, and will not be per- 
mitted to exist; for many and great are the evils 
that have originated from the existence of that 
government. The curse of the French revolu- 
tion, and subsequent wars and commotions in 
Kurope, are to be attributed to its example, and 
so long as it exists, no prince will be safe upon 
his throne; and the sovereigns of Europe are 
aware of it, and they have been determined upon 
its destruction, and have come to an understand- 
ing upon this subject, and have decided on the 
means to accomplish it; and they will eventually 
succeed by subversion rather than conquest. All 
the low and surplus population of the different 
nations of Europe will be carried into that 
country; it is and will be a receptacle for the 
bad and disaffected population of Europe, when 
they are not wanted for soldiers, or to supply 
navies; and the European governments will 
favor such a course. This will create a surplus 
and a majority of low population, who are so 
very easily excited; and they will bring with 
them their principles, and in nine cases out of 
ten, adhere to their ancient and former govern- 
ments, laws, manners, customs, and religion and 
will transmit them to their posterity, and in 
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many cases propagate them among the nativeg. 
These men will become citizens, and by the con- 
stitution and laws will be invested with the right 
of suffrage. The different grades of society will 
then be created by the elevation of a few, and 
by degrading many, and thus a heterogenous 
population will be formed, speaking different 
languages, and of different religions and senti- 
ments, and to make them act, think, and feel 
alike, in political affairs, will be like mixing oil 
and water: hence, discord, dissension, anarchy, 
and civil war will ensue, and some pophlar indi- 
vidual will assume the posennment, and restore 
order, and the sovereigns of Europe, the emi- 
grants, and many of the natives will sustain 
him.* 

«The Church of Rome has a design upon that 
country, and it will in time, be the established 
religion, and will aid in the destruction of that 
republic. I have conversed with many of the 
sovereigns and princes of Europe, particularly 
with the Kings of England and France, and 
they have unanimously expressed these opinions, 
relative to the government of the United States, 
and their determination to suppress it.” 

Look at the progress upon this plan. 

That Catholic Europe is disgorging millions 
of her liege subjects upon our shores, is witness- 
ed, and that too, with astonishment and appre- 


* We add the following matter from “A Plea for the 
Great West,” a tract we are preparing for the press. 
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hension by both Christians and patriots. It is 
for us to witness the exodus of nations by volun- 
tary sequestration, at the rate of one-half a mil- 
lion annually ! 

Ireland is not the Emerald Isle. She has 
been imported, all but her rock-bound shores, 
into the United States. It is computed that 
there are one million more Irish here to-day, 
than in Ireland, and “still they come!’ Whatis 
true of Ireland, will shortly be true of Germany 
—of Catholic ead infidel Germany, who added 
seventy thousand last year, to the millions of 
Germans already here, and the tide of immigra- 
tion in that direction is rapidly increasing. This 
is true with all the other parts of Hurope, so 
that we have but to lift up our eyes to behold 
the nations flying to this, the world’s asylum, 
as doves to their windows: I say, when we con- 
template these surprising phenomena, what in- 
terrogations arise! what emotions thrill and 
agitate the soul! Can we fail to ask “ Whither 
are we tending? How long can these turbid 
waters mingle with the streams of our political 
and social life without contamination? What 
will the end be?” «Shall the myriads flocking 
hither become pupils, and, imbibing the spirit of 
our institutions, melt away into the masses? or 
shall they revolutionize all opinion, all thought, 
all theory, and one day sweep away our Consti- 
tution as the mighty fire sweeps away the leaves 
of the forest?’ ‘Shall our nation’s ensign 
ever proudly wave o’er the land of the free and 
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the homes of the brave, or shall that flag droop 
and trail upon our grave ?”’ 

Whatever sections of our country are now, 
or may be affected by this crude and antago- 
nistic mass of foreign element, it pre-eminently 
concerns the West, which is the mighty reservoir 
into which it falls. 

Says the Executive Committee of the Ameri- 
can Home Missionary Society, “To them (the 
Western States,) the great mass of’ foreign im- 
migration now tends. There the battle must 
be fought which is to decide whether this land 
is now to be occupied for Christ, or whether it 
is first to be for an indefinite period, the strong- 
hold of Papacy.” 

The final religious destiny of the Great West 
and the success of papal designs upon it, pre- 
sents a subject of profound interest to Christians 
in’ England. 

Says Rev. John Angell James, one of the 
first of English Divines, «‘ Popery has directed 
a longing eye to that immense tract of land, and 
has already felt the inward heaving of ambition 
to compensate herself for her losses in the old 
world, by her conquests in the new. 

The valley of the Mississippi, has been no 
doubt, mapped as well as surveyed by emissaries 
of the Vatican, and Cardinals are exulting in 
hope of enriching the Papal See by accessions 
from the United States.” 

He exhorts Christians here to awake to Mis- 
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sionary effort, and urges upon us our true work 
—home work, in this our home field. 

Dr. Jenkyns, of England, says “The collison 
of conflicting principles is rapidly approaching. 
In the valley of the Mississippi, the lines are 
now drawing for a deadly conflict between true 
Christianity [not Protestantism,] and anti-Chris- 
tian Popery. The neutral ground is narrowing 
every day, and they who are on the Lord's side 
must quit it-forever.”’* 

Let no one think for a moment that Popery 
has changed its spirit or lost its intolerance 
through age. It would, had it but the power, 
re-enact the bloody scenes of Piedmont in this 
valley, and throughout this land. Read the lan- 
guage of one of its organs in the West. 

«The church, we admit, is of necessity intole- 
rant; that is, she does everything in her power 
to check, as effectually as circumstances will per- 
mit, the progress of crime and error. Her in- 
tolerance follows necessarily from her claim of 
infallibility ; she alone has the right to be in- 
tolerant.” 

‘‘ Heresy, she inserts in her catalogue of mor- 
tal sins; she endures it when and where she 
must, but she hates it and directs all her ener- 
gies to effect its destruction. 

‘If the Catholics ever gain—which they 
surely will do, though at a distant day—an im- 


* See “ Plea for the Great West,” for which the above 
extracts are prepared. Every Western Christian should 
have the Plea. 
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mense numerical majority, religious freedom in 
this country is atan end.” So say our enemies, 
So we believe. 

«We have said that we are not advocates of 
religious freedom, and we repeat we are not. 
The liberty to believe contrary to the teachings 
of the church, is the liberty to believe a lie; the 
liberty to think otherwise than she permits, is 
the liberty to abuse the mind and pollute the 
imagination; from such liberty may we and 
those we love, at all times, be preserved.” 

We do not prophesy the result, but that a con- 
flict of no ordinary character is before us, even 
in our day, and has even now begun in the prin- 
cipal cities of the Union, and in the northern 
free states, is a fact. The Catholics of those 
cities and states are determined to overthrow the 
common school system, and get a large portion 
of the public money for their own purposes—to 
pay their unmarried fathers and their sisters, 
to teach the children of the West Catholi- 
cism! Something effectual ought to be done, 
and done immediately. The whole land ought 
to be aroused. Christians, of every name should 
be invoked and American citizens, true patriots, 
called upon to be upon their guard, against the 
insidious foe. 

In the conflict is involved all we hold sacred, 
rights civil and religious, the purchase of our 
father’s and a Saviour’s blood. 

Apprehensions, fears, and regrets will not 
meet the case. We must act, and act promptly 
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and efficiently. We must understand in what 
consists the “great strength’ of the papacy, 
and boldly attack and destroy it. What is it 
but the. absolute influence of the clergy over 
Catholic mind, dwarfing it by ignorance and dis- 
couragement of free thought, beclouding it by 
superstition, and terrifying it with the terrors of 
the Inquisition and the fires of purgatory. That 
power can only be attained and maintained by 
an early seizure and occupation of the human 
mind and conscience, planting principles to 
grow with its growth and strengthen with its 
strength. The papacy, therefore, like every 
other hierarchy, depends for its existence and 
power upon kidnapping and enslaving the in- 
fancy of humanity in its 
cible possession of its first biases and prejudices, 
blinding its reason, warping its judgment to its 
creed and catechism, and impressing its con- 
science with the sanctity of a priestly ritualism. 
The papacy knows full well, for it has studied 
human nature in order to enslave it, that 


“Just as the twig is bent the tree will grow,” 


and hence the ingenious and subtle machinery 
of sacerdotal cunning and intrigue to secure this 
early distortion. 

Such priestly strategy by whomsoever practised, 
is opposed to every principle of our holy re- 
ligion, which teaches that each man is a-sove- 
reign, and so treats him, by addressing him, not 
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through parents or priests, but personally. It 
calls upon each one, without prejudice, to think, 
investigate, and to obey for himself every com- 
“nand as though there was no other creature in 
the universe. This, infantile rites render im- 
possible. The unfortunate subject of them can- 
not think differently from his first training and 
prepossessions, until he has conquered the most 
powerful influences which can control the human 
mind, —parental religion and authority, and 
priestly influence and early educational bias. To 
think otherwise than he has been by these forced 
to think, is to admit that his parents are deceived 
und in error, his catechism a myth and a false- 
hood, and those infantile rites by which he was 
given to the church a mockery and solemn farce, 
and his minister a false teacher. Is it not rather 
a matter of astonishment that any are emanci- 
pated from pedobaptism, whether Catholics or 
Protestants, than that more are not? 

And will an American Christian say that it is 
right to deal thus with the human mind? Is it 
not opposed to the religious freedom of con- 
science? Does it not destroy it altogether? 
Does it not transfer the obedience of the gospel 
from the child to the parents or priests? Does 
it not most admirably prepare the subject for an 
easy and willing submission to the support of a 
clerical hierarchy and yield himself without 
thought or reflection to the dictation of the 
priest? Is it nota main “part and pillar of 
popery 2?” 
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It is the persecuting feature of popery; it 
introduced the murderers of the saints into the 
Church, and made it a den of thieves and blood- 
thirsty persecutors. It is gory with the blood” 
of our martyred brethren, and by their remem- 
brance—by the remembrance of their’ bodies 
burnt at the stake, and lives perished amid 
Alpine snows, I lift my hand to these heavens 
and proclaim in the name of Zion’s King, an 
abolition of this piracy and enslavement of the 
infancy of our race. 

O, tell me, in the name of our holy religion, 
is it not enough that clerical craft, sophism and 
intrigue may be employed. upon the ignorance 
and credulity of the masses, that the nursery 
must be beseiged, the sanctuary of infant inno- 
cency defamed—and unconscious humanity 
seized and enslaved to a creed and sect, by a 
clerical horde of Church pirates? This infant 
slave trade must be abolished, if we would redeem 
the Catholic. Against this strong pillar we must 
level our mightiest blows and play a deadly and 
incessant fire of artillery, until it yields and 
falls. We must arm parents with the authority 
of God’s Word against the invasion of the cradle 
by the clergy, and teach them to stand over and 
guard it from approach, as ‘‘cherubim with fiery 
sword girdled the tree of life.”’ 

Let Protestants be called upon to protest 
against this sacerdotal rite, and leave it to the 
«¢ Mother of abominations’’ to be destroyed with 
her, since her’s it is. 
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The question was once put to me, said a late 
convert from Papacy, “ Why is it that Roman 
Catholics are so numerous?” I replied that it 
was because when we are mere infants, we are 
put into the hands of the priests to be dealt with 
by them, and are kept as much as possible from 
any researches after divine truth, except such as 
they may see fit to give. The mind is thus pre- 
occupied, prejudiced and cramped. I bless God, 
however, that I have been enabled to burst these 
fetters and enjoy liberty. I hope and pray that 
my family also may seek and enjoy the same re- 
ligious freedom, and that my fellow countrymen 
also may be freed from their present bondage, 
and obtain ‘the liberty wherewith Christ makes 
his people free.” Gab. v., 1. 

Such is the Papal Hierarchy—such its designs 
—and its startling progress! Did it make no 
threats—was it even friendly to republicanism, 
it would inevitably subvert it, since its influence 
upon its adherents would disqualify them to 
prize or to preserve our civil liberties. 

But what is the state of the Protestant sects ? 
Are they in a situation to oppose the wide 
spreading corruptions of Rome? are they unit- 
ing their influence with our’s against the cor- 
rupting influence of religious hierarchy upon the 
popular mind? They are not with us, but di- 
rectly opposing us, and wielding all their strength 
and influence in favor of religious hierarchism 
in this country. Each and every one of them 
is a hierarchy. 
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Is Not THE Protestant EpiscopaL So- 
creTY? John Wesley so pronounced it, an wn- 
scriptural hierarchy, and its bishops, ‘‘ heathen- 
ish priests and mitred infidels!” 

It is now plainly evident that the Episcopal 
Church, is but a step from Popery, and directly 
paves the way to it. They are now nearly, and 
will shortly be one. 

Is Not THE EpiscopaL MetTHopism A HIErR- 
ArRcHY? All denominations agree that it is. 
Methodists all agree that the legislative judicial 
and executive powers are in the hands of the 
same men—the ministry. Hon. R.. Johnson, 
counsel in the Book suit, declared it to be so, 
and that Methodism was a ‘ CLERICAL ARISTO- 
cRACY, the laity having ne voice in its direc- 
tion.” Judge Nelson’s decision confirmed it. 

The greatest and best Methodists, living or 
dead, declare Methodism to be a clerical despot- 
ism, of the most dangerous kind, oppressive to 
its membership, and dangerous to the free in- 
stitutions of our republic ! 

Hear the decision of the late Bishop Bas- 
com, D. D. «A proscriptive, legislative body, 
making laws without the knowledge or con- 
sent of the people to be governed by them, 
is a despotism. Legislators without consti- 
tuents, or peers and fellows deputing them as 
their representatives and actors—thus constitut- 
ing themselves a legislature beyond the control 
of the people, is an exhibition of tyranny IN 
ONE OF ITS MOST DANGEROUS FORMS.” “A 
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government uniting the legislative, judicial, and 
executive powers, in the hands of the same 
men, is an absurdity in theory, and in practice 
TYRANNY.’’* 

- Whenever, therefore, it happens, that these 
three departments of government are in the 
hands of the same body of men, and these men 
not the representatives of the people, first making 
the laws, then executing them, and finally, the 
sole judges of their own acts, [as are Methodist 
ministers,] there is no liberty, the PEOPLE ARE 
VIRTUALLY ENSLAVED, and liable to be ruined 
at any time.” 

«The right to be represented, where law is 
made to govern, is not only essential to civil 
Jreedom, but is equally the basis of religious 
liberty; they are intimately connected; they 
usually live or die together, and he who is the 
friend of the one, cannot be the enemy of the 
other.” 

And is it not equally true that a friend and 
advocate of a system of religious tyranny, will 
be found an advocate of civil tyranny, and a 
friend of monarchy ? 

What was the serious conviction of the de- 
voted Dr. Jennings, the co-laborer and co-advo- 
cate of religious liberty with Bascom, when he 
wrote the master-piece of his whole life, his 
Declaration of Rights? Says Dr. Jennings: 


* See Bishop Bascom’s Declaration of Rights, with 
Application to Methodism, by the writer.—Soon to be 
put to press. 
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‘¢Many perceive distinctly the tendency of the 
present system [of Methodism,] to prepare the 
people some day to approve aristocratical and 
monarchical principles in civil government.” 
—Mutual Rights, vol. 7, p. 174. 

Dr. J., like a Christian man, repudiated 
Kpiscopal Methodism. 

‘¢ We are no republicans, and never intend to 
be.”’—John Wesley. 

‘‘'The system of Methodism, is an ARBITRARY 
ARISTOCRACY,” —Dr. mi suibed (the first Bishop of 
Methodism. ) 

If such is the genius of Methodism, then its 
influence upon its membership, is insensibly to 
prepare them to submit to a civil aristocracy, or 
monarchy. It has already blunted the naturally 
republican principles of its laity, for, what other 
reason can be given why every American hearted 
patriot in all Methodism, north and south, did 
not repudiate the system, when the counsel on 
both sides, in the Book case, argued the whole 
suit upon the fact, admitted and asserted by both 
parties, that the system of Methodism was a 
‘clerical aristocracy,’ in which the laity had 
no voice ; and Judge Nelson’s decision was given 
upon the acknowledged fact, that Methodism 
was a HIERARCHY—A CLERICAL despotism. I 
ask why was there not a universal revolt on the 
part of all lovers and advocates of liberty, civil 
and religious? Again, when the last conference 
north, indignantly refused the petition of the 
laity to be allowed a representation in the con- 
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ference, the right of representation which is in- 
alienable to every man—a right for which all 
the blood of the Revolution was shed, why 
did not all patriot and republican Methodists 
rise up in their majesty and might and claim it, 
or repudiate their clerical despots, and indig- 
nantly shiver the fetters of priestly domination 
from them? 

It can only be answered,—the principles of 
religious freedom and liberty, have been abraded 
from their consciences and hearts, by the work- 
ings of Methodism, so that they cease to prize, 
or rather have been learned to despise the 
blessings of religious liberty and church free- 
dom! They have, as a mass, become subservient 
to the will of the clergy, and there is an indes- 
cribable fear of opposing their wishes or their 
power. They prefer their ecclesiastical enslave- 
ment to the glorious liberty of the children of 
God! Must not the prevalence of such a spirit 
weaken and thus endanger the foundation of 
American republicanism—the basis of which is, 
the strong ineffaceable love of freedom, religious 
and civil, freedom from priests as well as kings 
—freedom from church tyrants as well as state 
tyrants—freedom from ecclesiastical, as well as 
from political domination,—since, if the former 
is granted, the latter will inseparably follow. 
This is consonant with the genius of Chris- 
tianity. It teaches us to honor and sustain our 
rulers in right doing, but to call no man master, 
—for we are all but equal—i. e., “brethren,” to 
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neither acknowledge nor sustain usurpers, be 
they kings or bishops, who would lord it over 
God’s heritage—over His church—His CHILD- 
REN—over our civil or religious rights. Yes. I 
dare affirm it, should an angel from heaven, in 
pontifical or episcopal robes, descend before me 
and demand my submission and obedience to 
him—require me to observe and obey one com- 
mand not enjoined by Christ, I would challenge 
his commission. It would be an usurpation of 
the authority of Jesus Christ, for even an arch- 
angel to presume to make a law or lay one requi- 
sition upon me; it would be treason in him to 
command, and idolatry in me to obey. What 
then shall we say of the impious claims of popes, 
and bishops, and conferences, to legislate for the 
church of God, by “a divine right!’ The influ- 
ence of this craneielet is as hostile to civil liberty, 
as to the religion of Christ. 

Is NoT THE PRESBYTERIAN SOCIETY IN THE 
UNITED STATES AN ARISTOCRACY ? 

If so, it discards the principle of republican- 
ism in the administration of its government, and 
is not only not a school, as every Christian 
church is, in which the principles of pure demo- 
cracy and republicanism—civil and ecclesiastical 
freedom are taught, but in which the sentiment 
and character of all its membership and the ris- 
ing generation are moulded, to be pleased with 
and to prefer and to support an aristocratic go- 
vernment. Is it not clearly seen that if a rising 
generation is carefully and religiously taught to 
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despise and discard a democratic church govern- 
ment they will regard with less favor a republi- 
can civil government? It must be so; the 
monarchies and despotisms of earth are to-day 
supported by the moulding power of the Church 
hierarchies and aristocracies, with which they 
are united. 

It may be denied that Presbyterianism is a 
pure aristocracy. Is it either republican or 
democratic ? 

«<A democracy,” says Webster, ‘is a form of 
government in which the supreme power is 
lodged in the hands of the people collectively.” 
In a republic, the supreme power is lodged in 
the people, who exercise that power through 
representatives chosen by themselves, for specific 
periods, which representatives are the servants of, 
and amenable to the people. 

Now the supreme, legislative, judicial and ex- 
ecutive powers in the Presbyterian government, 
are in the hands of the same class of men, i. e., 
the clergy and their elders, the pulpit and the 
session, is a privileged class of cmperial life 
rulers, independent of, superior, and not amena- 
ble to the people, and instead of being the servanis, 
they are the absolute rulers of the people, and 
they claim this exercise of arbitrary power, not 
jure populorum, but they plead the right of all 
tyrants, “jure divino.”” They claim to rule, not 
by the favor and right granted by the people, 
but by a divine right, the special grace of God 
on them conferred. 
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Have the laity a voice in the Session? in 
the PRESBYTERY? in the Synop? in the Grn- 
ERAL ASSEMBLY? None but the privileged 
orders, the ruling elders selected by the clergy, 
enter these all governing and all controlling 
bodies. 

The whole government, legislative, judicial 
and executive, lies then, in the pulpit and the 
session—is in the hands of the clergy and a 
bench of ruling elders. They, without consult- 
ing the voice of the church, receive into, try, 
and expel members from the society. They 
make, change and abolish laws in the govern- 
ment of Presbyterianism, without consulting the 
people, nor have the people any voice or any re- 
dress but revolt. 

An ARISTOCRACY, says Webster, is a form 
of government, in which the whole supreme 
power is vested in the principal persons of a 
state, or in a privileged order. The supreme 
power in Presbyterianism IS VESTED IN A PRIVI- 
LEGED ORDER or orders, the CLERGY and RULING 
ELDERS, and they are the CHIEF PERSONS in the 
state ! 

But did we not seem severe, we might show 
that Presbyterianism instead of being republican 
or possessing the first feature of republicanism, 
as is so confidently and boastingly claimed for it 
by its advocates, is an wnmitigated tyranny. A 
government,’’ says Bascom, “uniting the legis- 
lative, judicial, and executive powers, in the 
hands of the same men (as the clergy and ruling 
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elders,) is an absurdity in theory, and in_prac- 
tice a TYRANNY, where these three depart- 
ments are in the hands of the same men (as the 
ministers and ruling elders,) and these men not 
the representatives of the people, first making 
the laws, then executing them, and finally, the 
sole judges of their own acts, there is no liberty, 
the people are virtually enslaved and liable to 
be ruined at any time—the people whether well 
or ill treated, are in fact slaves.”’* 

Presbyterianism, then, must be admitted by 
candid men, is an ecclesiastical ARISTOCRACY, 
and like Episcopacy, whether Protestant or Metho- 
dist, is a school in which its membership and the 
rising generation are insensibly mouided and 
prepared for the reception of, and subjection to, 
a civil monarchy. Their prevalence and their 
influence, are most certainly opposed to univer- 
sal, civil and religious liberty. 

We refer the reader to the protestant Kuro- 
pean powers, intolerant and persecuting, one and 
all, past and present. We refer to the Baptist 
blood shed by them in Geneva, England, Hol- 
land, New England, and our fathers imprisoned 
in Virginia, not a century since. 

These features, in all protestant bodies in this 
country, in common with popery, are to be 
deeply regretted by all republican Christians, 
since protestant hierarchism is no more conso- 


* See Dec. of Rights applied to Methodism by the 
author. 
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nant with the genius of our free institutions and 
the age, than the papal hierarchy. If the latter 
is hostile to our principles, so is the former. 
They are as anti-scriptural and anti-christian, as 
anti-republican, since pure and unpriestly-cor- 
rupted Christianity is true to all man’s interests 
and respects, and teaches him to respect and exer- 
cise, all his inalienable rights, among which self- 
government is the first and dearest. 

There arises here another inquiry. 

ARE PROTESTANT SECIS PREPARED SUCCESS- 
FULLY TO WITHSTAND THE INFLUENCE AND 
POWER OF POPERY, THAT DARKENS OUR LAND 
AND BOLDLY THREATENS THE ABOLITION OF 
OUR INSTITUTIONS AND THE ULTIMATE SUB- 
VERSION OF BOTH OUR FREE GOVERNMENT 
AND OUR RELIGION? 

We think not, for protestants are not a unit, 
—they are violently antagonistic—they hate 
each other with a cruel hatred, scarcely less than 
they differ from and hate Baptists. Hpiscopa- 
lians are opposed by Presbyterians and Metho- 
dists, while Episcopalians and Presbyterians 
unite in making war upon Methodists. Old and 
New school Presbyterians and Congregationalists, 
are each seeking the overthrow and annihila- 
tion of the other, and still, like Pilate and 
Herod, they will all unite in a league of amity 
and friendship to oppose the influence of Bap- 
tists, either in seeking the salvation of sinners, 
or the dissemination of their principles. 

Talk about all these uniting in open commu- 
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nion at the Lord’s table, in token of church and 
Christian fellowship! What ¢mpious hypocrisy, 
what a solemn mockery—a blasphemous farce, 
to thus prostitute the holy emblems to the pro- 
pagation of a falsehood!! We say protestants 
are engaged in a fierce and deadly conflict among 
themselves, to annihilate each other; how then 
can they unite against popery ? 

But could they unite, wherein can they judge 
the Catholics without condemning also them- 
selves? What principle of papacy save that of 
idolatry, can they attack without their blows re- 
coiling most fearfully upon their own systems 
and practices ? 

1. Will they deny that the Roman Catholic 
church is a scriptural church, and denounce her 
as the «¢ Mystery of Iniquity,’ the «“ Woman 
dressed in scarlet, the mother of HaRrtots 
and abominations of the earth!” 

Can not Rome justly say, spare me, my dear 
children, and honor your mother if you would 
be respected. Do you not all call yourselves 
protestants and reformed? You then admit 
yourselves once to have been a part of myself, 
and to have proceeded forth from me. Do you 
not to-day, call yourself “branches of THE 
Cuurcnu ?’ Of what church are you branches, 
but of the Horry Roman CaTHOoric, in which 
you all acknowledge you originated, and from 
which, as a branch from a parent trunk, you 
confessedly proceed? . If I, the Catholic church, 
am the mother of “harlots” and “ abominations” 


4* 
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of the earth, you are all my children and conse- 
quently are THOSE HARLOTS and ABOMINA- 
TIONS !” 

‘¢ You do not well, my daughters, thus to cast 
reproach upon your parentage. I commend to you 
the example and filialness of your sister my 
favorite child, the Episcopal church, which like 
a prodigal, is returning to her mother’s house.” 

Could not Rome thus cause the well aimed 
blow to recoil upon her protestant children,* for 
they are her legitimate offspring, and if she is 
the mother of abominations and harlots, protest- 
ants are they. If the fountain is corrupt all the 
waters that flow from it, are also corrupt. If the 
church of Rome is an illegitimate church, they 
are illegitimate churches also, “either make the 
tree good, and its fruit good, or else make the 
tree corrupt and its fruit corrupt,” (Matt. xii., 
23,) is a principle established by the Great 
Teacher, : 

2. Will they deny her the age she claims,— 
that she was founded by Peter and once presided 
over by him ? 

They must do this, else Rome stands forth a 
Christian and apostolic church, and _ besides 
her, there is none other. But they deny her 
claims and charge her with being, from the days 
of Paul, that spirit of Antichrist that worked 


* Baptists are not Protestants, having never belonged 
to the Catholic church, more than to-day. “Baptists,” 
said Sir Isaac Newton, “are the only people that never 
symbolized with popery.” 
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in the early churches, corrupting Christianity, 
—that it was early repudiated by all the pure 
churches, that popery had no existence in its 
present form until established by Hildebrand, 
A. D., 606, that no church similar to the Roman 
Catholic, was instituted by Christ or his apostles, 
or existed within 600 years of their day, and 
moreover all the teachings of the scriptures posi- 
tively forbid the idea of such a monstrous sys- 
tem. 

Cannot Rome reply, my dear children do 
you not see that you commit suicide in taking 
such a position to discredit my claims! You 
cannot, with the least regard to reason, believe 
that such systems as yours existed in the 
days of the apostles, surely, each radically dif- 
fering from, and destructive of the other! Did 
Paul found an Episcopal church, at Antioch, a 
Presbyterian church at Ephesus, and a Methodist 
one at Philippi? Certainly not. All the churches 
that were founded in the apostles’ times were one 
and identical in doctrine, in organization, ordi- 
nances and practices. But you do not even 
claim that you existed in the days of the 
apostles, or were founded by them. I know 
the parentage of each of you and beheld you 
when you were born. You, my most dutiful 
Church of England, are the offspring of my 
wayward and licentious boy, Henry the 8th, 
who was led astray by the love of the beautiful 
Ann Boleyn, A. p. 15384. | 


44 THE WATCHMAN’S REPLY. 


You, my Lutheran daughter, by the bold and 
impetuous Martin Luther, A. p. 1525. 

You, my Presbyterian daughter, by the sternand 
austere Calvin, A. D. 1541; while I acknowledge 
you, dear Methodists, being all the children of 
Wesley, by the Church of England, (A. p. 1784,) 
as my legitimate and worthy grand children, and 
though quite too noisy and fanatical, yet I can- 
not but be quite partial to you, since, next to your 
mother the Church of England, you possess 
nearly all my features, indeed, the likeness is 
striking and remarkable !! 

3. Will Protestants charge the church of 
Rome, with being “ Mystical Babylon” and that 
‘«¢ scarlet woman,” drunken with the blood of the 
saints ? 

May not Rome reply, “If I am Bayon, 
because I have persecuted and shed the blood of 
the heretical Anabaptists, then, do you also belony 
to Babylon, for which one of you all have not 
imbued your hands in their blood? Your own 
garments are scarlet and blood dyed, as well as 
my own! It becomes us to keep these famaly 
matters among ourselves and not charge each 
other before our enemies.* 

4. Will Protestants denounce Rome for the 
iniquitous and blasphemous assumptions of her 
clergy of the. ‘divine right” to legislate for the 


* Read Rev. xviii., 24. ‘‘ The blood of all the saints is 
to be found in Babylon.” If Protestant sects have shed 
the blood of saints, are. they not a part of Mystical 
Babylon? ! 
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church of Christ, to make, change or abolish, 
rites and ceremonies, etc. ? 

Do not Protestants claim the same ANTI- 
CHRISTIAN POWER?~ See Meth. Discipline, p. 
20. ‘Every particular church, may ordain, 
change or abolish, rites and ceremonies, so that 
all things be done to edification” of whom? 
The rulers are the judges of course, they, then, 
claim to ordain or institute, change and abolish, 
until they are themselves perfectly suited, pleased 
and satisfied! Is not this claiming anti-Chris- 
tian powers? Does the Pope claim more power ? 

CALVIN says, ‘from the beginning, the church 
has freely allowed herself, excepting the sub- 
stance, to have rites a little dissimilar, for some 
immerse thrice and others only once,” and he 
therefore abolished immersion altogether, as in- 
convenient, and ordained sprinkling in the room 
of Christ’s appointment. He had as good a 
right to have forbidden baptism entirely, as to 
change its action in the least. He did abolish 
Christian baptism and substituted Clerical bap- 
tism instead of it. 

5. Will Protestants protest against the un- 
scriptural orders of the Catholic Clergy, since 
Christ made all his ministers equal and only one 
order? But the advocates of Episcopacy, whe- . 
ther Protestant or Methodist, have their three 
orders at least, and their inferior and superior 
ministers. 

6. Will they protest against the irreligious 
practice of the inferior Catholic Clergy of being 
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solemnly sworn to obey reverently in all things 
the superior Clergy? The Methodist and Kpis- 
copal inferior Clergy are compelled to do the 
same thing! See office for ordination of deacons 
and elders. . 

7. Will they charge the Catholics with blas- 
phemy for giving the titles that belong to God 
to the Pontiff, and Cardinals and Bishops? Are 
not Hpiscopalians and Methodists guilty of the 
same sin? See the title given to the late 
Bishop Hedding in the Methodist preacher.* 
‘THE Rigot REVEREND FATHER IN Gop !” this 
smacks of my Lord God the Pope. See titles 
of the Episcopal Clergy. 

8. Will they object to the Pope because he 
claims the power of the keys? The Protestant 
Clergy claim each the same power! Methodist 
bishops and elders claim it, and Presbyterian 
ministers and their elders! 

9. Will Protestant sects attack the Catholics 
because they claim the supreme visible headship 
to be vested in the Pope of Rome, since the 
visible Church has no earthly head? But they 
have each a head!’ Queen Victoria and her 
parliament is the Head of the Church of Eng- 
Jand, as Pio Nino, and his bench of cardinals is 
of the Catholic. The bishops and General 
Conference is the head of the Methodist society 
and the General Assembly of Presbyterianism, 
all legislative bodies.—I should prefer one great 
grand head to so many little heads ! 


* Introduction, p. 6. 
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10. Will Protestants object to popery on the 
ground of her traditions? They hold, teach 
and practise her most pernicious one—that has 
done Christianity more injury than all the other 
traditions of popery together! Infant baptism 
is a tradition of “the Church” as well as 
sprinkling and pouring upon, for baptism, and 
Catholics have never failed to cast it into the 
teeth of Protestants, that while they protest 
against the authority of the Romish Church, 
they practise one of her principal traditions. 

What says Dr. Pise, (a priest of the Romish 
Church, and of high standing among that order 
in N. York, second perhaps to none but Bishop 
Hughes,) in a lecture recently delivered in New 
York. «There are many things believed by all 
Christians at the present day, not to be found 
in the Scriptures. This is true with regard to 
Infant Baptism, that we and all Christians, 
[pedo-baptist] believe in, for there is no autho- 
rity for it in Scripture. We no where find that 
the Apostles baptized infants, and if it be pro- 
per and necessary to baptize infants as well as 
adults, we haye no other authority and Must 
DEPEND ENTIRELY ON TRADITION” of - the 
Church of Rome, of course. 

11. Will they denounce popery for its oppo- 
sition to the circulation of the pure word of God, 
so that every man may have every word of the 
‘Word of Life” fatthfully translated into his 
own language? Protestants, as sects, are bit- 
terly opposed to the purest possible version in all 
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languages and tongues, and indeed, to day are 
giving a pure version to no nation of earth! 
Did they not refuse to circulate the version made 
by Dr. Judson, because it translated every word ? 

So of other versions. 

12. Is nor Popery AN ABSOLUTE AND TY- 
RANNICAL HIERARCHY oppressive to humanity, 
hostile to its best interests, and in its influence, 
opposed to, and destructive of all free institu- 
tions, as of civil and religious liberty? We 
have seen that the leading Protestant sects are 
hierarchies or despotic aristocracies also. It is 
a fixed fact, and easy of clearest demonstration, 
that hierarchical and aristocratical church orga- 
nizations are hostile, in their influence, to repub- 
lican institutions, that they insensibly prepare 
the rising generation to favour, if not to seek, a 
civil government of the same character. It is 
admitted that nothing is more dangerous than 
a religious hierarchy or monarchy in a Republic. 
Is the Roman hierarchy dangerous, and are the 
protestant hierarchies less so? It is the prin- 
ciple, not the name, for a hierarchy is sub- 
versive of religious. freedom in whose hands so 
ever it may be. The time is nt for distant 
when, protestant hierarchies will be repudiated 
by all Christians, as the papal is to-day. 

13. Will Protestants charge upon the Catho- 
lics that they recognize and support the adulter- 
ous union of church and state, telling them 
that the Church of Christ “is not of this world ?” 

Rome could reply. You, my daughters, have 


THE WATCHMAN’S REPLY. AQ 


committed harlotry and made yourselves the 
‘‘abominations of the earth” by the same act. 
Where have you had the power, and have not 
united the state to your churches? Have not 
Episcopalians done so in England and all her 
colonies, and did they not retain the union in 
America so long as possible? Have not the 
Presbyterians in Scotland and in all the conti- 
nental kingdoms of Hurope as well as Lutherans, 
and did they not do the same thing in the 
American colonies? I could continue this table 
of identity of principles to double the number, 
did time allow; but these are sufficient for our 
purpose, to show that the reformation must be 
radically reformed, and Protestantism itself pro- 
tested against, before it can successfully grapple 
with the papacy, or deserve to receive the coun- 
tenance of republican loving, American Chris- 
tians. A democratic religion alone can become 
the religion of America, unless we, as a nation, 
are given up of God, and the existing republican 
element is to be overpowered by the tremendous 
counteracting effect of the huge overshadowing 
Papal and Protestant hierarchies, planted every- 
where throughout the whole land, exerting, as 
such ever do, the greatest power where religion 
is most corrupted. 

We also see the unfortunate antagonism with 
all the Protestant sects, into which we, as Bap- 
tists, are brought whenever we attack the prin- 
ciples of Papacy! Our blows break their force 
upon Protestants, and Catholic priests smile in 
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security behind them, as behind a bulwark. We 
can only reach Romanists through Protestants, 
for they are entrenched behind them. Their 
priests the more securely keep them in darkness 
by directing their attention to the fact that 
Protestants hold and practise their traditions, 
and defend nearly all their important principles ! 
It requires great moral courage and Christian 
heroism in Baptists to attack these principles, 
since they know they will be precipitated into a 
fierce conflict with all Protestants sects, and ex- 
pose themselves to their displeasure, hatred, and 
often their bitter persecutions. This ought not 
so to be. We cannot believe that the Saviour 
ever intended his followers to be thus divided 
and conflicting. We believe there are many 
precious Christians in the pedobaptist sects, 
though in great error. We have no bitterness, 
nothing but love in our heart towards them, and 
this leads us to pray for them and endeavor to 
convince them of their error,—to leaye men and 
follow Christ. They should unite with wus 
against the inrolling flood of Catholicism, if they 
love their country or the religion of Christ. 
And they cannot do this so long as they hold 
the distinctive principles of the papacy in com- 
mon with Papists. We beseech them, for the 
sake of their land and religion, to repudiate these 
and unite with us upon the word of God, and 
let the Bible and the Bible alone be our religion. 
Let our principles be blazoned upon our banner. 
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A PURE BIBLE ONLY; OUR PRAYER Book, 
CONFESSION AND DISCIPLINE. 

No REGENERATION BUT BY THE Houy Spirit 
AND THE WorD OF Gop. 

No SALVATION BUT BY GRACE. OBSERVING 
ALL THINGS, AND THOSE ONLY, WHICH CHRIST 
COMMANDED, AND AS HE COMMANDED. 

I protest, I have not noticed the papal features 
of Protestantism but with the kindest feelings 
and the purest motives. These are the weak 
points of Protestantism. It is behind the age as 
well as_unsupported by the Bible. The refor- 
mation needs another Luther. Were he once 
more to direct it, we have reason to believe that, 
with the light of this age, he would reform it of 
every feature of Romanism, he would effect the 
reformation he so ardently desired in his day, 
restore to it the primitive immersion of believers, 
and republicanize its government. Protestantism 
is chilled in the shadow of the 16th century. It 
has made no advancement. It is still, either 
afraid to trust the people with self-government, 
or its Clergy have become too corrupt to yield 
up the reigns and scepter of ecclesiastical domi- 
nation. The 19th century has demonstrated 
the truth of God’s word that man is capable of, 
and created for self-goverment, and that it is 
the only form of government that will secure for 
humanity, individually or nationally, in Church 
or State, the proper incentive to progress, the 
largest freedom and the greatest happiness. Let 
Protestantism, then, bow to this fact, and grant 
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to its membership the inalienable right which 
the Creator and Redeemer of man vouchsafed 
him, and which the Papal and Protestant. clergy 
have so long, and so iniquitously usurped and 
withheld. | 

The principle of Hierarchism, in Papism or 
Protestantism, while it is opposed to republican- 
ism, offers the greatest discouragement to ori- 
ginal thought, free and unprejudiced investiga- 
tion, unbiassed and unrestrained action. It is 
also, like Papism, opposed to the Bible, and a 
pure Bible alone being the only and all-sufficient 
rule of faith and practice, for the masses. It 
adds a Prayer Book, or a Confession of Faith, or 
Discipline—a human code of laws—to the divine 
and inspired Discipline and Statute Book of 
the Kingdom of Jesus,—the New Testament. 

We turn from Popery to its faithful ally Infi- 
delity that is coming in upon us like a flood. 
There never was so much among us as now, and 
it never was increasing so fast. The large body 
of the German population is infidel, though 
all baptized members of the church of Lu- 
ther! Immigration from that land is rolling 
into the “Great West’? like ocean waves. It 
is calculated that there is not less than 800,000 
in the single State of Wisconsin, and Texas will 
shortly contain an equal number, and the 
Valley in a few years will contain two millions 
of these alone! 

German rationalism is finding its way into 
our theological schools, and rationalistic theology 
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into the libraries of our students, scholars and 
ministers. 

It meets here a rationalism equally as fatal 
and infidel, which is passed off as a “reformed 
religion,’ or ‘primitive Christianity,” as So- 
cialism in England assumes the name “A Pro- 
testant Dissenting sect of Rational Religionists.” 

Rationalism, whether Germanic or American 
Reformed, reduces religion to a theory, and 
makes the faith of Christianity like the faith of 
politics, or of Masonry or history, the bare 
assent of the mind to the system and the facts 
recorded, putting its own construction upon the 
record, and claiming to hold whatever opinions 
it pleases, as private property—regarding Chris- 
tianity and theology as synonymous terms. 
There is no more religion necessarily, in Theology 
than in Geology. Christianity is theology quick- 
ened, vivified and set on fire of the Holy Ghost, 
and bears its testimony to the heart, that 7¢ may 
feel and believe, and believing may rejoice with 
joy unspeakable. 

These religious infidels agree in rejecting the 
proper work and office of the Holy Spirit in 
regeneration, and teach that the regeneration or 
the new birth of the sinner is effected in the water 
and without the influence of the Holy Spirit— 
this being given afterwards! How given after- 
wards and not before, they are not able to ex- 
plain since, according to their teaching, their 
Holy Spirit is nothing but the dead letter of the 
written word! How the sinner cannot receive 
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it before a total immersion in water, and can 
afterwards, is a far more insoluble mystery than 
the operations of the Spirit in regeneration as 
taught by evangelical Christians, which these 
infidels reject, because they never experienced it 
and cannot understand. The mere words of 
Scripture possess no more power to change the 
sinner’s moral nature than the predictions of an 
almanac, or the constitution of an Odd-Fellow’s 
Lodge. They are as impotent to quicken one 
dead in trespasses and sins, as pictorial billows 
are to swell from the canvas and waft the com- 
merce of the world. This modern reformed 
religion teaches that a change of mind or the 
evanescent determination of a fluctuating will, is 
the change of heart taught in Scripture, and that 
a change of state is regeneration. It, in common 
with all false religions, makes justification and 
pardon to inseparably depend upon a specific 
overt act—an external rite performed by man 
for man, and thus places man’s salvation in the 
hands of a minister, and makes the administrator 
of the rite a priest, to all intents and purposes, 
as much as Rome herself does! ! 

It seems that infidelity after openly combat- 
ting religion for 1800 years under her true colors, 
in vain, has in our day professed religion, and 
joined the Church, to effect within, what it has 
found it impossible to effect without—to corrupt 
her doctrines, and emasculate Christianity of its 
spirituality, and thus stab her through the heart. 
These stickle above measure for the jform of 
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godliness, but they deny its power. When you 
hear one professing Christianity, yet denying 
the proper work of the Spirit upon the heart 
effecting its regeneration,—nicely philosophizing, 
theorizing upon spiritual influence, fritting away 
the office of the Holy Spirit until it is reduced 
to little more than the dead letter of the Word, 
you have before you a religious infidel. Who 
can tell how much religion has to fear from the 
seductive and insidious attacks of this form of 
infidelity upon its spirituality ! 

We might mention several other causes ope- 
rating against the truth, did our limits permit, 
as Judaism, the basis of the several Protestant 
systems, the fearful scarcity of ministers, and the 
unwillingness of churches to support those already 
in the work, but there is no one that affects us 
more than THE DEGENERACY oF Baptist MIn- 
ISTERS AND THE CONSEQUENT DEFLECTION OF 
THE MEMBERSHIP AS A BODY WITH THEM. 

We mean by this that we are not as consistent 
as formerly, not so thoroughly scriptural and 
baptistic in our preaching, and practice, and 
conversation. We have been beguiled by the 
cry of charity, until we are almost ready to 
recognize any sect that has arisen, or that may 
start up in our own day, claiming to be Chris- 
tian, as a veritable church of Christ, and so 
speak of it and so treat it, exchanging with 
its ministers and inviting them into our pulpits, 
receiving their baptisms, &c., Xc. 

Not so did our fathers. That form of religion 
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not consonant with the teachings of Christ they 
pronounced Antichrist, and opposed it to the 
death. They were called in England, Brsiz 
MEN in 1389, because they made it their study 
and would countenance no office or doctrine not 
set forth in it. 

‘ Orchard writes of the Baptists of that age, 
‘They held Beringer’s opinion on infant bap- 
tism, and would not take their children to THE 
CuurcH to be baptized. Their numbers and 
decided hostility to the Hierarchy aroused their 
adversaries to adopt severe measures, and in 
1400 a law was passed sentencing the Lollards 
to be burnt to death.” 

They regarded the Catholic Church as the 
‘¢ Man of Sin,” and all those sects that sprang from 
it as “harlots,” antiscriptural organizations, and 
held no Christian intercourse with them, recog- 
nizing neither their ministers as ordained nor 
their baptisms as valid. The Novatians, says 
Dr. Peck, in the third century, would not recog- 
nize as lawful baptism that ceremony when per- 
formed by apostate churches. Hence they were 
called anabaptists, rebaptisers.* Concerning the 
Donatists of the fourth century, he says, ‘they 
rebaptized all converts from apostate churches 
which they did not recognize as belonging to 
Jesus Christ.” This, urges Dr. P., was before 
infant baptism was attempted, and solely on ac- 
count of the alleged unscripturalness of the apos- 
tate Churches. Baptists as a body boldly oceu- 


* See Christian Reports, Vol. L., p. 595. 
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pied this ground until within the last century. 
We must come back to the old stand points, 
occupy the ground consecrated by the blood of 
our martyr fathers, and dare to be consistent. 
If Baptist churches are veritable churches of 
Christ, all dissimilar and opposing ones are not, 
and consequently the ministers of such are not 
ordained and the members not baptized,—all 
their acts and ordinances are, yea, the very exist- 
ence of such societies is, unscriptural. «Come 
ye out from among them, and be ye separate,”’ 
in no way recognize them as scriptural churches, 
Countenance them not by your influence. Should 
the day come when our ministers and member- 
ship shall prefer to be called by the pedobap- 
tist world, “liberal,” ‘charitable,’ and « anti- 
sectarian,” rather than “illiberal,”’ “narrow con- 
tracted,” “sectarian bigots,’ as now, the ruin of 
our denomination is at hand. Wo to us as 
Baptists when all men speak well of us. That 
our preaching has lost its baptistic character 
there is no doubt. In my young days, said an 
old father in Israel, «I could always tell a Bap- 
tist by his preaching, he was sure to tell you 
all the gospel before he was through, but now I can 
seldom tell a Baptist from a pedobaptist by his 
preaching.” There has been a powerful bending 
to the popular breeze, a floating with the current, 
a keeping back of our distinctive principles, and 
a want of boldness in attacking the strongholds 
of error in the last fifty years. Our safety and 
prosperity lie in an immediate reformation. 
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Tur MornInG CoMETH. 


Such is the night. But there are indications 
of day-break. By civil revolutions alone will 
God prepare the nations for the gospel, and I 
believe they are at hand.* China is rapidly re- 
volutionizing. The Burman empire has already 
been opened by English arms. A naval force 
is now crossing the ocean to open, peaceably or 
forcibly, the island empire of Japan, and all 
Europe is confessedly upon the eve of a revo- 
lution. The spirit of freedom in full tide is 
sweeping forward in spite of craft and power, 
with increased volume and speed. A mighty 
influence is everywhere at work tempering the 
clay to mould benefactors and hero champions 
for outraged humanity. The human mind, long 
crushed and bound down, is now about to un- 
bend itself with a fearful recoil. 


“« The spirit cannot always sleep in dust 
Whose essence is etherial, they may try 
To darken and degrade it, it may rust 
Dimly awhile, but cannot wholly die, 
And when it wakens it will send its fire 
Intenser forth and higher.” 


Before many suns the banners of European 
royalty will be rolled in blood, and her down- 
trodden millions be men and free. Even Italy, 
that seat of the “Beast,’’ the prison of freemen 


* We expect to witness this, should we be living in the 
year 1866-70, which may God grant, 
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and liberty, is now ready to rise and shake herself 
from the dust of her monumental greatness, 
and she may yet from the seven hills of her 
former glory rule herself and bless the world! 

There is much, very much to encourage us in 
our own country. Popery will doubtless make 
its last dying effort to prolong a doomed exist- 
ence in this land. Its efforts are for political 
power. It is more of a government than a reli- 
gion. Its existence in this country is treason 
itself. It claims a divine right to rule this 
country, and it threatens to overturn our liber- 
ties so soon as it shall have gained sufficient 
power. 

It may yet prove a blessing both to American 
politics and religion. It is destined in a very © 
few years'to force both political parties to coalesce 
in one great American party in opposition to a 
foreign party, headed by political demagogues, 
who will seek elevation at the price of the liber- 
ties of their country. However this may be, a 
mighty ecclesiastical revolution is before us. 
Protestants are divided into a thousand con- 
tending units. They are threatened to be over- 
whelmed by two radically opposite influences, 
the Catholic on the one side, and the Baptist 
on the other. They will shortly find and /eel 
themselves between the horns of a fierce dilem- 
ma. Carry out their principles and be Catholics, 
or purge their creeds and disciplines of their 
popery, and become Baptists,—to take sides with 
Catholics or Baptists is the only alternative left. 
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There is no consistent middle ground. In 
every point, pedobaptist Protestants differ from 
Baptists; they agree with Catholics; Protest- 
antism is only semi-reformed popery. If they 
go back, they fall into the arms of their mother 
Rome ; if they continue to occupy their present 
positions, they will be exhausted by desertions 
to Catholics and Baptists; and if they go for- 
ward and purge their creed of every feature of 
Catholicism they will be Baptists. The great 
day of decision between a pure primitive Chris- 
tianity and popery, or traditionary religion, is 
at hand, and the knell of time alone can arrest 
it. Every Christian and American citizen will 
be compelled to take sides, or be considered 
an enemy to religion and republicanism, so 
thoroughly will the issues be discussed, and so 
clearly the ultimate tendencies understood. 

The bloodiest battle-ground—the Waterloo of 
this conflict, will be the valley of the Missis- 
sippi. The question before us is, ‘Shall the 
great West be under the religious influence of 
Catholics or Baptists?’ There is no ground 
for a third claimant, one of these must and will 
possess it. To settle this have the war notes 
already been blown, and they are still sounding 
from hundreds of shrill clarions,—and the clash 
of theologic war resounds on every side. Yes, 
bless God, the war has already begun, that will 
never end until a corrupt Protestantism and 
Popery are no more, 

There have been two meetings held in this 
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Valley within the last two years, that will even- 
tually do far more to draw the lines and nar- 
row the neutral ground between the advocates 
of a pure and consistent Christianity and its 
opposers, than all previous efforts in the last 
century: not on account of the size of those con- 
vocations, but the principles of action decided to 
be pursued by the body of Christians composing 
them. I allude to the ‘Cotton Grove Mass 
Meeting,” and the “Bible Revision Conven- 
tion.” In the former, it was decided that the 
only consistent policy of Baptists is to recognize 
no religious society as the Church of Christ, by 
receiving any of its acts, officers or ordinances, 
unless conformed in its membership, doctrines 
and organization to the divine pattern and teach- 
ings of the New Testament. It was conse- 
quently decided to be inconsistent for Baptists 
to acknowledge such societies as churches, or 
branches of the Christian church, or their mem- 
bers as church members, or as baptized, though 
immersed; or to recognize their ministers as 
ordained, by inviting them into our pulpits to 
preach as ministers of the gospel, &c., &c. 

The influence of the resolutions setting forth 
the above principles has already been great, and 
will yet do infinitely more to reform into scrip- 
tural consistency the too licentious practices of 
denomination. Every consistent and enlight- 
ened Baptist is fast taking and will ultimately 
take the ground of those resolutions. 

The Bible Revision movement will act as the 
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crowning act in drawing the lines between the 
friends of a pure Bible and untraditionized Chris- 
tianity and their opposers. 

The friends of a pure Bible declare that God’s 
Will should be faithfully translated into every 
language and tongue of earth, so that every word 
and phrase may convey-the same sense and mean- 
ing to the reader now, as it did to those in whose 
languages it was at first published. 

Where is there a Christian living who can 
oppose this principle? We may differ as to the 
best plans by which to effect the work, but the 
principle admitted, the work will be executed. 
If the present plan fails, another and a better 
one will be adopted. Hach failure will be some- 
thing gained as experience to enable us to secure 
its final accomplishment. The work, when 
completed, if not received by this age, should it 
stand the test of criticism, will be adopted by 
the next. The seed that lies under ground to- 
day is the plant of to-morrow. But whether 
received or not, two good results will follow. 
The movement will challenge the great thought 
of the age. The questions involved in the re- 
vision will be brought energetically and intensely 
before the whole Christian world for thorough 
investigation and discussion. This is what truth 
needs to secure for it a universal triumph. 

The thorough study of the original texts will 
be another good that will be secured. The 
study of the Hebrew and Greek languages will 
be promoted to an extent hitherto unknown 
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among us. No minister will enter upon his 
office without acquiring a scholarly acquaintance 
with them, or the latter at least. 

The Greek will be introduced into the courses 
of instruction in all our Female Institutes,* in 
place of the French and Italian, upon which so 
many thousands of dollars are now annually spent 
to worse than no purpose. 

Another sign of the approaching day, is the 
educational spirit abroad in the land. We have 
now five flourishing Colleges and fourteen female 
Institutes of high grade, where five years ago we 
had but one. 

Three Baptist Publication Societies are en- 
gaged supplying the age with our distinctive 
literature, and, through their colporteurs and 
ministers, reaching the masses with our publi- 
cations. 

Another favorable sign is the improved tone 
and spirit of our ministry and zeal of our mem- 
bership. Though far behind their ancestors 
in the fearless and uncompromising advocacy of 
truth and the expose of error, still there has 
been a marked improvement within the past few 
years. They are winning a greater familiarity, 
with their principles and becoming bolder and 
more courageous in their advocacy. They are 
beginning to wield most deadly blows upon tra- 
ditionary error and church hierarchies. 


* A thorough course of Greek is required in the Ten- 
nessee and Alabama Female Institute, at Winchester, 
Tennessee, before any lady can graduate. 
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Our Calebs and Joshuas are bringing back 
noble and luscious clusters of the grapes of 
Eshcol. Look at the numbers deserting the 
hierarchies to be free with us! We are receiv- 
ing more ministers annually from the ranks of 
Pedobaptists, than from all our colleges, and 
theological schools, and still they are coming in 
an increased ratio ! ! 

The war of conflicting principles is raging hot 
around us, yet the losses of the war are all 
upon the side of our opposers. 

One fact should confirm us immutably in our 
faith; the dispute is not whether we as Baptists, 
are right and scriptural, as far as we go, FOR 
THIS, ALL OUR ENEMIES ADMIT: but it is 
whether Pedobaptists are right, so far as they 
go, touching points on which we differ. So far 
as we go, they are all compelled to admit the 
scriptures fully sustain us, but that they do sus- 
tain Pedobaptists we deny. 

Our rock is sure, whatever may betide others, 
and it is for us alone to say, “ Our rock is not 
as their rock, our enemies themselves being 
judges.” 

In view of all these brightening signs we may 
safely declare «the morning cometh.” 
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CONCLUDING APPEAL. 


HAVE I not conclusively shown that the per- 
petuity of our free institutions is dependent 
upon the universal prevalence of a pure Chris- 
tianity, without which no Republic can long ex- 
ist, since the Christianity of the Bible is energe- 
tically republican in its principles and tendencies? 
Then let every Christian and every citizen who 
has an American heart in his bosom, exert his 
influence against the Papal and Protestant Eccle- 
siastical hierarchies, the influence of which is 
confessed by such men as Bishop Bascom and 
Dr. Jennings, to be anti-republican, and tend to 
prepare this country for a civil monarchy. 

But whom shall I address upon this subject ? 
The fathers before me? These will soon be 
gathered to their fathers. Oh, that I could 
speak to the generation to succeed us? ‘Thank 
God, I have it here before me to-day—I turn to 
this assemblage of young men—-you are of the 
generation to be, and you are the representatives 
of young America. Reformations and revolu- 
tions begin not with the old. They, like rugged 
oaks, are usually fixed in their holds upon old 
opinions. Mazzini addresses his burning senti- 
ments of republicanism and revolution to the 
youth of Italy whom he calls Young Italy. 
These he reminds of past glory—these he fires 
with burning ardors for glory to come, and 
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by these means, moulds them into patriots 
and revolutionary heroes, through whom to re- 
deem Italy. Allow me to be your Mazzini to- 
day and listen to my words. 

Young America, God made you to be free— 
free from the dictation of temporal despots—free 
from the meaner domination of clerical lords and 
religious despots. 

As you now abhor kingcraft, so let priesteraft 
feel your withering scorn. The God of heaven 
made you to be free in the state. Christ makes 
it your duty, as well as privilege, to be freemen in 
his church. To yield these inalienable rights to 
kings or priests, is to be a traitor to yourself, 
to sell your richest birthright for nought, insult 
God, endanger the liberties of your country, and 
to enslave yourselves! Should you encourage 
and extend by your influence and support, the 
Papal and Protestant Hierarchies in our country, 
you will lend your influence to foster a power 
and strengthen a principle, the direct tendency 
of which is, ultimately to subvert our liberties, 
stay our progress, fetter free thought, degrade 
humanity, and cast it a manacled slave under 
the heel of clerical intolerance. Remember 
the words of Bishop Bascom, ‘ Whenever it 
happens that the legislative, judicial and execu- 
tive powers are in the hands of the same body 
of men, [as they are in the hands of the Metho- 
dist Clergy and of the Elders and Ministry of 
Presbyterianism,] and these men first make the 
laws and then execute them, and finally, are the 
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sole judges of their acts; there is no liberty— 
the people of such societies are enslaved and 
liable to be ruined at any time.” ‘The right 
to be represented where law is made to govern, 
is not only essential to civil freedom, but equally 
the basis of religious liberty. Civil and reli- 
gious liberty are intimately connected; they 
usually live or die together, and he who is the 
friend of the one, cannot be the enemy of the 
other. If liberty is the perfection of civil liberty, 
by what right can religious societies become 
despoiled of this crowning excellence of the 
social state ?’”’? Remember the words of his col- 
league, Dr. Jennings. ‘Many perceive distinctly 
the tendency of the present system (of Method- 
ism,) to prepare the people some day to approve 
aristocratical and monarchical principles in civil 
government.” I appeal to you, young men, 
where has the Hierarchy prevailed, that civil 
liberty has not been overthrown and the people 
degraded and enslaved. Let it prevail here, for 
one generation, and all will be lost. Young 
America, it is for you to preserve your country 
—it is for you to oppose the prevalence of reli- 
gious Hierarchism. Crush it as you would the 
head of aviper. Be not deceived into credulity, 
because it comes to you in the smiles and flat- 
teries of Protestantism. . 

Call arsenic flour, and it is still as poisonous. 
Let the religious Hierarchies now seeking by such 
energetic measures to gain the ascendency in this 
land, but secure the suffrage of our youth, and 
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all is lost; no bow of promise will illume the 
dark clouds upon our horizon. 

‘In vain may you make pilgrimages to the 
rock of Plymouth and the mouldering ramparts 
of York. In vain may you rear the proud 
granite on Bunker’s Hill. In vain bid the 
marble rise everywhere over the hero dust of the 
revolution. In vain may you think to pile some 
huge Egyptian structure upon the delta of the 
Mississippi, fitting monument to him who saved 
the city. In vain, day after day, you may hail 
the sun in his morning light upon the obelisk at 
Boston, and see him go down, like battle target 
red, behind the imagined pyramid to the battle 
of New Orleans. In vain garnish the sepul- 
chres of the mighty, and sculpture hierogly- 
phics to their fame—the flag that was our fathers’ 
glory, will be but the weed of mourning for our 
degeneracy and shame. [ address you as Ame- 
ricans. Let the significant declarations of 
Bishop Laud, the persecutor of popular church 
government, to Charles [L., impress you. 

‘<They, whoever they be, that would overthrow 
‘sedes ecclesice,’ (the thrones of bishops,) will 
not spare, if ever they get power, to have a pluck 
at the throne of David, (monarchy.) And there 
ig not a man that is for parity, all equal in the 
church, but is an enemy to monarchy in the 
state. Orin plain English, no man can be an 
enemy to Episcopacy, (whether Methodist or Pro- 
testant,) and yet a friend to monarchy.”* The 


* Hanbury’s Historical Memorials, vol. 1, p. 476. 
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converse of these sentiments is also true. Re- 
member, young men, that popular or democratic 
church government, is the great, if not the only 
guarantee to the perpetuity of democracy in the 
state. What are the convictions of one of the 
first writers of his age. «The anomaly of a pop- 
ularly elected church, and a hereditary monarchy, 
cannot co-exist in the same country. If the 
cause of universal suffrage is triumphant in the 
church, how is it to be resisted in the state ?”’* 

Let me write it then, as with a diamond point 
upon your hearts, just so long as parity and uni- 
versal suffrage is triumphant in the churches of 
Christ, so long will it be in the state and NO 
LONGER! Then does not your duty to God, to 
yourself, and to your loved country, make it 
your imperative auty to give all your influence 
personally and religiously, to that denomination 
of Christians in this land, that is organized upon 
democratic principles, and thus is aiding by all 
the influence of religion, in the maintenance of 
our republican government? How can an Ame- 
rican patriot who is enlightened upon this sub- 
ject, lend his support to ecclesiastical aristocra- 
cies and despotisms? How can he whom Go. 
has made free, bow before the throne of a bishop 
in the church of Christ, who would indignantly 
scorn to bow before the throne of a monarch in 
his state ? 

And now, my brethren, in view of this whole 
subject the wide white field and its wants, the 


* Blackwood’s Magazine, Vol. X. 
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dangers and the hopes I have spread before you, 
what is THE GREAT WORK imperatively de- 
manded at our hands, the work of our Churches 
for this age? JI answer Home Misstons,—the 
most important department of which you have 
taken upon yourselyes,* 7. e. to provide the 
field with qualified ministers. Allow me then 
to urge two considerations. 

1. WE MUST HAVE MORE MINISTERS. 

2. WE MUST HAVE EDUCATED MINISTERS. 

We need more ministers all over our land, 
but we must have more in the « Great West,”— 
the valley of the Mississippi. This want is a 
moral, a religious, yes, a political necessity! If 
we would counteract the swelling flood of Ro- 
manism and Infidelity in the West, for our 
country’s sake, we must have more ministers. 
If we would bring the whole empire of the west 
under the influence of primitive, republican 
Christianity for our country’s sake, and for 
Christ’s honor sake, we must have more labor- 
ers in the field. The destitution is awful,— 
alarming. We have 1134 more Churches than 
ministers in the south-west alone. Then there are 
the new States of Missouri, Arkansas, Texas, 
Louisiana and Florida, embracing a territory of 
greater extent than the nine remaining Southern 
States with only 225 ministers! Thedestitution 
is fearful, for, this fertile field which God wishes 
us to possess is being pre-occupied by the ene- 


* The Ministerial Education Society of Mississippi, 
and the Education Society of Tennessee. 
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mies of liberty and truth,—is being sown with 
tares while we sleep! Can we find it in our 
hearts to fold our arms, or only put forth feeble 
and inadequate efforts, while we see Rome and 
Protestants making such vigorous efforts to pre- 
occupy and possess it before us? Now is the 
high time—these are the golden years for action 
in the west. Whatever denomination rules the 
South-west must now follow the tide of emmi- 
gration into the field with a strong force. We 
quote a few sentiments from a late sermon by 
Prof. Stone, of the Kalamazoo Theological Semi- 
nary : 

«¢ There is a moral crisis approaching, if we 
have not already reached it. The sun never 
looked down upon such a sight as is witnessed 
here, in these Western States. Such unparal- 
leled emigration of Christians, as well as of 
others, to our forests and prairies, to our cities, 
villages and settlements. And when they left 
their Eastern homes, the division of preachers 
and teachers was somewhat like the division of 
worldly wealth ; one which gave much the larger 
share to those who remained behind. Spread 
over a wide extent of territory, they have orga- 
nized numerous small churches, composed of 
members who have met here from all the older 
States of the Union, with not a few from foreign 
lands. In addition to the prospective wants of 
a new country, and one increasing so rapidly in 
population, there is a necessity for a much 
greater number of ministerial laborers than 
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would be required in an older country, arising 
from the heterogeneous character of those who 
compose our churches, and their scattered condi- 
tion. But there is no adequate supply provided. 
None at home; and there can be none abroad. 
We need them now, and yet no preparation is 
made, even for the future, at all commensurate 
with the urgency of the case. Alas! there will 
be no delay to those circumstances and provi- 
dences, called by politicians, destiny, which are 
closing in upon us. There can be no stagnation 
in society here. No moral repose is possible. 
In our ecclesiastical, as well as in our civil and 
political affairs we are surely moving on to self- 
preservation and religious improvement; or to 
destruction, terrific and remediless. 

«¢ Who says that I exaggerate in this matter ? 
It is hardly possible to do so. It is not only 
more to live now than ever before, but itis more 
to live here, in the Western States, than almost 
anywhere else. Not more pleasant, perhaps; 
nor more free from annoyance and anxiety; but 
more fearful, and more momentous. Life here 
is fraught with greater responsibilities. Who 
says, that the preacher is beside himself? 
Rather say, that he is mad, who does not see 
that the churches are in danger of decay; in 
danger of avarice, ignorance, pride. That sin- 
ners are perishing on every side, and our own 
children are growing up unconverted. That the 
Baptist churches are by no means prepared for 
the emergency in which they find themselves 
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providentially placed; and some are too apa- 
thetic to see their danger.” 

But where shall we look for an adequate sup- 
ply of ministers? How can the present number 
be multiplied? I believe that God calls a suf- 
ficient number to cultivate the fields he whitens 
for the harvest. If so, then the ministers to 
supply the South-west are called, but where are 
they? I have been looking for them for some 
time past, and I have found some of them—if 
not quite enough for the work. 

I find a large number Presidents of Colleges, 
Theological Schools and Female Institutes. 

I find a still larger number Professors and 
Tutors in the same. 

I find a still larger humber teaching Acade- 
mies or private schools. 

I find a very large number engaged as 
editors and as officers in various Societies, shut 
up in their offices, as Secretaries of Home Mis- 
sion Boards, and Foreign Mission Boards, 
and Indian Mission Boards, and Bible Boards, 
and Publication Boards, and of Tract Societies, 
and Bible Societies, and Sabbath School Unions, 
and so on, &c., ete., too numerous to mention, who 
are doing good, to be sure, as every Christian 
should, but their influence as ministers is wholly 
lost to the Churches. 

I find a still larger number traversing the 
country as society beggars, and collectors for 
each and every one of these Societies and Boards, 
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and for College endowments—the pulpit is almost 
deserted in our day for agencies. 

Were all these Schools, Boards, Offices and 
Agencies but emptied to-day of the ministers 
that fill them, we would have quite laborers 
enough for the present want. These are most 
serious questions which such ministers ought to 
ponder well and prayerfully. ‘Did God call me 
to preach the gospel for my peculiar and special 
work and profession? If so, why do I not 
make the ministry my special work ? If he did 
not call me to preach, why did I declare before 
the Church and Presbytery that he did, and why 
did I receive solemn ordination for that special 
work? Do I not reason thus, I can preach occa- 
sionally, in my school, or on my agency? X&Xc.” 
So Jonah reasoned—though God sent him to 
preach in Nineveh, he would avoid that special 
field by going to Tarshish—could he not preach 
there—if he only preached, no matter where or 
how, he would obey his call! Not so, and I 
warn our brethren to take heed lest they be 
found disobedient to their heavenly calling, in 
obeying the calls of Boards and Societies. 
Let each pastor be an agent in his Church, for 
all the benevolent operations of the day, but to 
leave the pulpit, for any one of all these profes- 
sions, or for an agency for any purpose, is a 
matter concerning which we are this day called 
in question. I would plead a reformation of the 
growing evil, if itis not a sin. Let those who 
are satisfied that God called them to preach, as 
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evangelists or pastors, devote themselves sacredly 
to the work, and allow nothing to call them from 
their pulpits and flocks. Let those who feel 
called to be teachers in colleges, secretaries of 
boards, and agents to collect money for mission- 
ary or benevolent objects, educate and devote 
themselves tosecretaryships and agencies, but let 
them not profess to be called of God to preach, 
and receive ordination to preach as the work to 
which they are called. Let these professions no 
longer be monopolized by the ministry, but be 
open to the laity—let pious young men be en- 
couraged to prepare themselves for these depart- 
ments of labor, and in a short time they will be 
filled, and the ministry can go forth and serve 
God, and fill the pulpits that have long been de- 
serted, and water the waste places of Zion. 
Then will more gifts and talent be brought out 
and employed, and then will the ministerial call- 
ing be honored and revered in the eyes of the 
Church and the world, the opposite of which is 
now deplorably the case. It is not consecrated 
in the eyes of the ministry of this age, for they 
feel at liberty to lay it aside at their pleasure 
for any other that will yield them more profit. 
It has come to pass that when a Church calls a 
minister to ordination, she does not know whe- 
ther she is ordaining a preacher of the gospel, 
or a School-master or Secretary of something, or 
an Agent ! 

Let it not be said, and by ministers themselves, 
that none but ministers are qualified for these 
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professions. It is a mistake. A man upon 
whose head the hands of a Presbytery have never 
been imposed, can teach Murray and Pike, 
Latin and Greek, Classic Mythology and Conic 
Sections, as successfully as though he had vowed 
before God to devote himself to the preaching of 
the Gospel, and is now living in the violation of 
that vow. Among the best teachers, classical, 
ethical and theological, our world has ever pro- 
duced, have been of the laity. Say not, “our lay 
brethren will not engage in those callings.” Let 
the ministry but give them an opportunity and 
encourage them to do it, and sustain them by 
their influence, and every post will shortly be 
filled, and well filled; but not so long as minis- 
ters are found opposing the step. 

But why are the pulpits thus deserted, and 
ministerial talents once consecrated to God, 
found in every other pursuit, from a presidency 
down to a county clerkship, and why are so 
few young men entering the ministry? It is 
not that our ministers are so worldly minded, or 
more so than formerly—but because they are 
driven out of their pulpits to make their own 
support. The churches are starving out the 
ministry. They will not give them an adequate 
support, and rather than to see their children 
growing up in poverty and ignorance, in the midst 
of the wealthy and edueated children of their mem- 
bers, they go to the fields, to workshops, to offices 
and professions. It is the worldliness and cove- 
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tousness of the churches, that is fast abolishing 
the ministry as a profession. Now would our 
churches but practically admit that it is the will 
and ordination of God, that they who preach 
the Gospel, shall live of the Gospel, and offer 
to their ministers a righteous support—they 
would not long complain of destitution. The 
captivity of God’s ministers would be brought 
back, and Jacob would rejoice, and Israel would 
be glad. God grant that the ministers of this 
Society, of our churches, may consider well these 
suggestions, and lend their influence to promote 
the reformation so much needed. 

Il. Bur WE MUST HAVE AN EDUCATED 
MinisTRY. 

Because, (1,) Society is becoming generally 
better educative every year, and an uneducated 
man will shortly be without influence and re- 
spect as a minister. Because, 

(2.) We are educating our sons and daugh- 
ters in our best colleges and institutes, and 
should not the teacher, to say the least, be as 
well educated as the congregation he is engaged 
to teach? Because, 

(5.) The cities and the thousand inland towns 
and villages of the South and West must be 
supplied with ministers, or given up to others, 
and wherever our brethren who have not had 
the advantages of an education may be willing 
to labour, they will not enter our towns and 
cities, and should they, they could not command 
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this, and the history of our people sustains us - 
in this assertion. 

4. We must have an educated ministry to 
maintain our standing before the world with the 
denominations that oppose us. They are pre- 
paring their ministers and teachers with every 
qualification and advantage the schools, literary 
and theological, can afford, and we must allow 
ours equal advantages. 

5. We must have an educated ministry in 
order to secure the permanency of the pastoral 
relation. Without a well trained and discip- 
lined mind by study, and a liberal store of 
information no man is prepared for the weekly 
and tri-weekly ministrations for years to the 
same congregation, if it is an intelligent one, 
nor would it support him. 

6. We must have an educated ministry or be 
destitute of a religious literature. The ministry 
exerts its power through the press as well as 
the pulpit. It exerts an all-controlling influence 
over the religious literature of the age. In fact, 
the religious and denominational literature of 
the Church is created mostly by the ministry. 

7. We have seen that great and momentous 
issues are rapidly precipitating themselves upon 
us, issues that must be successfully met by us 
and those who come after us, or consequences 
the most disastrous to humanity, religion and 
liberty will result. The priests, leaders and 
teachers of Romanism, infidelity, and every 
error that is seeking the ascendency in our 


THE WATCHMAN’S REPLY. 79 


country, are generally learned, astute and cun- 
ning men, skilled in all the sciences and so- 
phisms of the schools. Shall we oppose to 
them an ignorant ministry. It would be folly, 
and defeat would follow. 

The learned, the eloquent, and intrepid Paul, 
of all the Apostles, was selected to preach Christ 
and withstand the philosophers and scoffing infi- 
dels of Corinth, Ephesus, Athens and Rome, 
and there was a fitness in the selection. We 
need a race of Pauls to meet the issues and to 
lead forth the sacramental hosts of God’s elect 
into the fierce conflicts of the great “battle of 
Decision” that is before us. The young gifts 
that God has called must be sought out and 
sent to some “school of the prophets” to pre- 
pare for the work. 

«The churches should regard it as a part of 
their work ; to seek out every truly pious young 
man, who gives promise of usefulness, and en- 
courage him to prepare for greater usefulness. 
Not all are called to the ministry of the Word ; 
but those who think God has called them to be- 
come agriculturists or mechanics, will do well to 
inquire if God has not kept them back from the 
ministry and called them to these employments, 
that they may give a portion of their income to 
support those who are set apart to the work of 
preaching the gospel; and to assist those who 
are in a course of preparation for the ministry. 
We trust the time will soon come, when any 
church, which has not at least one young man to 
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whom she is ministering, as to a spiritual foster 
son, will feel that it is to her, as it was to the 
barren woman among the Hebrews, a shame and 
a reproach. And will suffer no promising young 
man to turn back, nor even to falter in his course 
of study, for the want of pecuniary means; lest 
they should be one labourer less in the Lord’s 
vineyard, and the good he might have accom- 
plished for Christ, be charged to their account. 

‘«‘Such a course faithfully pursued, would open 
a sphere of usefulness to our churches, that would 
exert a marked and happy reflex influence upon 
themselves. Their desires for the enlargement 
of Christ’s kingdom would greatly increase, when 
thus developed by healthy exercise. And we 
should find our resources multiplying; a new 
era would open upon us; or rather, the first era 
of the church, of a diffusive, expansive church, 
would be reproduced among us. 

‘«‘ But the necessary reformation in public sen- 
timent in reference to these matters, must be 
effected mainly by pastors. They should teach 
young converts, and some older Christians, if 
they have never learned it before, that to be a 
Christian, means to do something for Christ. 

«Right views disseminated among the 
churches, would probably effect a speedy mul- 
tiplication of laborers in the Lord’s vineyard. 
There are doubtless hundreds of pious men now 
in the West, whom the Lord has called to enter 
the ministry—just as truly called them as he 
calls unrepenting sinners to repentance, and they 
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have not listened to him. By giving them the 
talents and faculties necessary for the work, and 
setting an open door before them, the Lord has 
called them, but their Christian friends have not 
called them, and the churches have not called 
them; and while they may themselves have had 
some exercises of mind on the subject, they can 
scarcely believe it was the Lord who called them, 
since no one else has heard his voice but them- 
selves. 

«¢Why is it, that at a time of earnest religious 
inquiry on other subjects, this, almost more than 
any other, has been neglected? We weep over 
a world of perishing sinners, and talk much of 
the entire consecration of ourselves, our influ- 
ence and our service to the cause of Christ. 
Why do we have such indefinite views, and 
especially why do we have so little interest in 
relation to a call to the ministry? All our plans 
for church extension, at home and abroad, are 
intimately connected with this. 

«We cannot honestly charge the blame upon 
any one beside ourselves. We may reason upon 
the subject as much as we please, we cannot 
avoid this conclusion; hundreds of our fellow 
Christians, whom Christ has purchased with his 
own blood, and who have vowed to be his for- 
ever, have gone into some other profession or 
employment—perhaps to buy and sell and get 
gain, when they might have been ministering to 
our destitute churches, or gathering new ones, 
or preaching to the heathen in other lands. So 


82 THE WATCHMAN’S REPLY. 


far as these things are effected by human instru- 
mentalities, they might have caused many places 
now covered with briars and thorns, to blossom 
with the Roses of Paradise. With what pro- 
priety can we pray for the conversion of the 
world, and lament the little progress made, 
while we leave this instrumentality which the 
Lord has put into our hands neglected or unem- 
ployed.” 

Finally, IT commend this whole subject, to- 
gether with these suggestions to your prayerful 
consideration. Yours is pre-eminently a great 
work. No department of Christian effort, (the 
preaching of the gospel always excepted,) is 
more important or momentous. Found colleges, 
that shall be “Schools of the Prophets” in this 
great valley, and labor to fill them with young 
gifts consecrated to the ministry of the word. 
Go forward, laboring still to provide for the 
churches, an educated home ministry, and edu- 
cated missionaries, (for our missionaries must be 
educated,) who shall go forth to plant the Rose 
of Sharon on every heathen shore. 

Then, with these instrumentalities, a pious, 
intelligent and active membership, and an edu- 
cated ministry, wielding the omnipotence of the 
pulpit and the press, the powers of opposing 
hierarchism and traditions must bow like rushes 
before the breath of a hurricane, or be swept 
away, like chaff from a summer’s threshing floor, 
Through all, or over all, the truth in Christ 
Jesus, must, and will ultimately pass. 
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And, as the apostate Julian, when dying upon 
the battle field, saw banner and standard of his 
conquered legions go down before his triumphant 
foe, exclaimed, ‘Thine is the field, Oh, Gali- 
lean!’ so will Antichrist, when falling before 
the brightness of coming Truth, in the last over- 
powering charge of the church militant, and ex- 
piring amid his dismantled and routed hosts, be 
forced to exclaim, “Thou and thine have con- 
quered! Thine is the field—the sceptre of the 
world, Oh! thou crucified Nazarene !’’ 


Thus, Israel’s morning and Edom’s night, 
have yet to come! For which of us, is there 
light awaiting, and over whom is darkness im- 
pending? 

May God grant, that, in view of the relation 
in which we stand and hope to stand to Christi- 
anity, the influence we shall exert, and the great 
work required at our hands as Americans and 
Christians, these solemn questions come home to 
the business and bosoms of each of us. 

«Where art thou?” «What doest thou 
here?” Is my Christian influence wholly cast 
for the truth and the whole truth, as it is in 
Jesus? Am TI supporting traditions or error ? 
Am I doimg anything—doing as much as I 
ought, to extend the cause of Christ, and thus 
practically and consistently praying as Christ 
teaches me, “ Let thy kingdom come ?”’ 
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